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Theatre of Anatomy, Webb Street. 


The following is an Abstract of Dr. 


Arastrong’s Lectures on ronic 
ections of the Brain and Nervous 
em. 


Dr. ARMsTRONG commenced by ob- 
serving, that all the remote occasions 
ef chronic affections might be ranged 
under three heads: inherent occasions, 
external occasions, and certain errors 
of ingesta; and he premised, that the 
pathological conditions of chronic at- 
fections, like those of acute or sub- 
acute ones, were few’ and simple, 
however complicated, at first sight, 
might be the various symptoms by 
which the existence of those condi- 
tions were indicated. So intimate, 
he said, were the relations between 
acnte and chronic affections, that 
the practitioner who the most dis- 
tinetly understood the nature and 
treatment of the first class would be 
the most likely to have most correct 
notions of the second class; and there- 
fore, in the preceding lectares, he bad 
endeavoured to give simple elemen- 
tary views of acute affections, which 
he should now endeavour to extend, 
as far as the subject legitimately ad- 
mitted, to the solution of chronic affec- 
tions, some of which, bowever, he 
was ready.to allow could not be ex- 
plained by a reference to the doctrine 
of congestion, simple excitement, or 
inflammation, thongh one or the other 


of these conditions was indisputably 


connected with a large majority of 
chronic affections, as the sequel would 
show. He said he would observe the 
same order in illustrating chronic af- 
fections which he had done in illus- 
trating acute ones, and should there- 
fore begin with chronic affections of 
the brain and nervous system, treat- 
ing them under certain subdivisions, 
in order to explain their particular 
as well as general bearings. 


Chronic inflammation of the Brain, or 
its Memtbranes, with softening of the 
substance of the Brain. 


Chronic inflammation of the brain, 
or its membranes, is much more com- 
mon after than before forty years of 
age, though Dr. AnmsTaoncG has seen 
several cases occurring in young per+ 
sons. The causes which most fre- 
quently excite it are mental anxiety 
or over excitement, the free use of 
strong wines or liquors, repe 
night-watching, great bodily exertion, 
irreguiarity of meals, and licentious 
passions ; but sometimes it is the con- 
sequence of an acute inflammation, 
and occasionally it arises insidionsly 
from blows on the head, especially 
when the diets or drinks had been dis- 
regarded for some time after such an 
injury. Some persons are more prone 
hereditarily to it than others, but a 
disposition to it is often laid, in ad- 
vanced life, by an earthy deposit om 
the arteries within the head, a condi~ 
tion of vessels at least with which it 
is often connected. Chronic inflam- 
mation of the brain, or the membranes 
of the brain, is announced by pain in 
the head, which the patient generally 
refers to some particular spot. 

pain is mostly continued, but in some 
cases it is only occasional in the com- 
mencement. It generally occupies a 
larger space, when the membranes of 
the brain are chronically inflamed, 
than when the snbstance of the brain 
is inflamed, After this pain has re- 
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mained for some time the be- 
comes liable to pains about the neck, 
scapula, arms, or legs, so that the pa- 
tient often sapposes himself to be 
rheumatic ; but these pains differ from 
those of rheumatism, in as much as 
they are not attended by swelling. 
Dr. Armstrone thinks this isa 
important point to remember, for he 
has frequently known chronic inflam- 
mation of the brain, or membranes, 
overlooked by practitioners, under the 
supposition, that the pains and affec- 
tion were altogether rheumatic, an 
error which has led to fatal results. 
When these pains have continued for 
some time the patient usnally com- 
plains of creeping sensations, and then 
of numbness in the parts affected, 
which, after that period, gradually, 
for the most part, but sometimes sud- 
denly, lose their power under the 
form of palsy; but long before the 
latter disorder occurs, the mind be- 
comes depressed or irritable, and some 
of the externa! senses, especially the 
sight, are apt to be disturbed in their 
functions. Giddiness is a very com- 
mon symptom in the progress of the 


complaint, under which the stomach | upon 


is generally disordered, the bowels 
torpid, and the bladder either irritable 
or torpid. This affection terminates 
in palsy, in apoplexy, in low fever, or 
im some forms of madness, all which 
Dr. Armstrone has witnessed. 
On examining the brain after death, 
anes are mostly found more 
or less inflamed, and a portion of the 
brain is breken down, softened so as 
to resemble custard pndding or palp. 
Dr. AxMsTRoNG considers that this 
softening is generally the gradual con- 
sequence of a primary local inflamma- 
tion, but he has occasionally found it 
a secondary one from an effusion of 
blood, or from an organic tamour. 
He thinks it is of the utmost conse- 
quence to be well acquainted with the 
symptoms which attend the first stage 
ef inflammation of the brain, that 
which sometimes exists m days, 
weeks, or even months before the 
softening occurs as the ultimate effect. 
The pain in a particular part of the 
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he considers the most diag- 


numbness, 
nostic signs of that stage, and thinks, 


that when palsy bas actually taken 
plate, or the funetions of the 
mind have become decidedly distarb- 


ed, that the softening process hds 
taken place, though he has 
seen a few cases which did well even 
after paisy had happened in the 
tongue, hand, or leg, but he considers 
such instances rather an exception to 
a general fact. 

n the first stage of the disease, 
Dr. Argmstrone has great faith in 
bloodietting, mild aperients, a spare 
diet, rest of body, with quietude of 
mind, as far as the abstraction of all 
depressing and exciting occasions can 
be withdrawn; and, in proof of the 
complete efficacy of these measures, 
he adduced some cases, bnt remarked , 
that nothing could be done in the ad- 
vanced stage, when the disorganiza- 
tion had actually taken place, but to 
palliate the symptoms by removing 
all opposing circumstances, such as 
errors in the regimen«! and mental 
management of the sick. Dr. Anm- 
STRONG passed some high encomiums 
Restan, whose able work on 
this subject he strongly recommended 
to his pupils, as containing an excel-_ 
lent account of a disease which was 
very common in this country, and but 
littie understood by the generality of 
medical men, especially those who had 
been educated under the nosological 
system still in vogue in our schools 
aud colleges. 


Inflammation of the internal Ear, 
fecting the Membranes of the 
and the Brain itself. 


Dr, AnmsTRonG mentioned, that ia- 
flammation of the internal ear some- 
times spreads to the membranes of the 
brain, and even the brain itself, ocea- 
sioning inflammation in both those 
gam This affection, he said, most 
requentiy arose from an inflammation 
of the fauces, extending itself al 
the eustacian tube into the intern 
ear, which was most liable to hap 

in bad cases of scarlet fever, meas 

or small pox, or common chronic uicee 


head, the pains resembling rheuma- 
tism in other. parts of the body, de- 
iom or irritability of mind, gid- 
some visual weakness or dis- 


rated sorethroat, but the inflamma- 
tien occasionally commenced in the 
lining of the external ear, and finally, 
from that quarter, invaded the inter- 
nal one, and ultimately reached the 


turbance, and sensations or 


| 
| 
q 


n. In such cases, the skin and 
3. membrane of the intestinal 
canal are ont of order, and, by Conse- 
nee, the inflammation puts on an 
-comfitioned character; the petrous 
portion of the temporal bone becomes 
carions, the dura mater js at length 
affected, and finally the brain. Jf such 
eases be misunderstood, or misma- 
, this is. often the fatal result ; 
t when they are clearly. unplerstood 
and well managed, they are often 
vested im. their progress, the pa- 
t’s sufferings shortened, and his 
dife saved. As this inflammation is 
generally maintained by a disordered 
cendition of the skin and internal 
mucons tissue, the main object is to 
restore that to a healthy condition, by 
a simple diet, by the use of the tepid 
bath, by a fresh atmosphere, by early 
hours as to sleep, and a train of tem- 
erate and regular habits, aided by 
small doses alkalies and an occa- 
sional mild aperient, where the bowels 
ate mot regular. Somctimes evacua- 
tions by the lancet or leeches are ne- 
ne , when the iofammation rans 
high, but this step is seldom requisite 
when the regimenal and mental ma- 
uagemeat is judicious. 


Apoplexy. 

Apoplexy is occasionally the sequel 
of softening ot the brain, but it is far 
more fiequently the product of sim- 
turgescence of that organ, often 

avaured by that tender condition of 
the vessels inside the head, which is 
se commonly found in those who die 
apoplectic, and which is the result of 
an earthy deposit between the coats 
of the arteries. A learned and ex- 
cellent person bad written a work an 
apoplexy, in which he had given the 
opinions of almost all authors on the 
subject, aud like them, be had come 
directly to. the symptoms of the at- 
tack itself, as.if it were not.only sud- 
den but nopreceded by any warnings. 
But the truth. was, that, geverally, 
the attack was distinctly annownced 
tor several. days, sometimes 
weeks, and this was a fact anost.im- 


t to be known, as the attack |, 


Hell wie commonly he warded off 
‘ by acting on a right knowledge of the 
_premonitory indications, The indica- 
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divisioas, 


tions usually are,—fulness, weight, 
Hightness, heaviness, pain within the | 


affection. 


head, or giddiness, weakness of sight, 
or some other deiest, noise im the 
ears, coldness. or numbness iu some ef 
the extremities, depression of spisits, 
a. fearfulness or confusion of mind, 
palpitation of the heart, nervousness, 
and oppression about the precordia, 
Dr. considers the im 
mediate attack te occur under two 
civcumstauces, ether under 
sion or excitement. Whea the attack 
arises from depressign, the >kin is eald 
and the pulse small and feeble; but 
whea the attack arises fom e 
ment, the skin is hot and, the pulse 
expanded aud strong. An interme- 
diate vatiety also exists, in whieh, the 
temperature is nearly natural, aad 
im whieh the pulse is dagging and 
pressed, as if by a load, r. Anwe 
STRONG thinks these distiactions im- 
portant in a practical point of view. 
When. the skin is universally cold, 
when the pulse is thready aud the re- 
spiration weak, he thinks that the useoft 
the het air bath to the suriace, and.ef 
some diffusible stimulus to the ste- 
mach, should precede the cnployment 
of the laneet; but ia the two ether 
cases, when the skin is hot and. the 
pulse expanded, or when the tempe- 
rature of the skia is nearly natural 
and the pulse flagging, bloodletting 
should at once be boldly adopted, to 
the relief, if possible, of all the unge 
symptoms. Dr. ARMSTRONG 
that most very sudden deaths depe 
ed, not on apoplexy, but on.diseases 
of the heart, tor that in apoplexy 
tients generally survived the ho 
several hours, or sometimes even days, 
except im those cases where the 
ture took place extensively a 
cerebellum,and then, be believed, that 
the death was almost always ¥ 
sudden. Bat Dr, ArmstRonG dwelt 
at some length on the necessity of 
preventing the attack in those cases 
where fulne-s.of the braiv announced 
its approach ; for this purpose he re- 
commended bloodletting, pargatives, 
and a strictly abstemious diet, and he 
spoke particularly of the of 
the last, and of the great utility 
abstraction of ali diffusible stimuli. 


Palsy. 
He considered. palsy under three 


—first, as arising from. an 
as 
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arising from an affection of the spinal 
cord; and thirdly, as arising from an 


affection of some particalar nerve. 
When palsy arose from an affection 
of the brain, that affection might be 
various ; sometimes it was 


preced 
» and numbuess in the part, 
in short, the palsy then came on gra- 
; whereas, when it arose from 
simple turgeseence of the brain, it 
‘was preceded by signs similar to those 
which preceded apoplexy, and the 
attack at last came not any ae 
suddenly. The affection of the a 
in either case was generally opposite 
to that side of the body which was 
uffected, and when one side was af- 
fected, it was denominated hemiple- 
gin Dr. ARMSTRONG noticed one mo- 
ation of palsy, which he had seen 
arise in cases of great exhaustion from 
the patient failing into syncope, on 
the recovery from which the tongue, 
or one side, was left paralytic. He 
adduced some cases of this kind, and 
cautioned students against allowing 
patients to get up again into the erect 
‘ ition, whenever they had then com- 
plained of dimness of sight, giddiness, 
sickness, or faintness. He had seen, 
he said, similar cases occur from pa- 
tients having been retained too long 
in the erect tion after copious 
losses of blood. This form of palsy 
was generally connected with an effu- 
sion within the head, and apparently 
arose from the collapse of the heart, 
the venous blood, meanwhile, being 
impeded in its retarn from the brain. 
Dr. Arnmstrone noticed, that para- 
plegia, or an affection of one half of 
the body transversely, sometimes de- 
nded upon an affection of the brain, 
Bat according to his observation, it 
was more frequently the effect of 
, —— of some portion of the spinal 
cord, that again was the effect of 
chronic inflammation of that part, 
Chronic inflammation of the spinal 
cord, or its membranes, might exist 
in the cervical, dorsal, or lumbar per- 
tion. It was denoted by pain in the 
part affected, by wandering pains and 
then numbness, or tingling down the 
r or lower extremities, or through 
muscles of the trunk, followed by 
loss of power in the upper or in the 
lower extremities, according to the 
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seat of the chronic inflammation. He 
also pointed out an affection of the 
spinal column itself, which Porr had 
well described, and which, — 
commonly as a secondary affection 
some disorder of the prime vie, gene- 
rally attacked the bedies of the ver- 
tebraey so that in process of time a 
curve outward was the consequence, 
with weakness and at length loss of 
power in the upper or lower extre- 
mities, according as the affection hap- 
pened to be seated in the upper or 
lower portion of the spinal column. 
The partial palsy which arose from 
an affection of a particular nerve was 
also various as to its origin, for some- 
times the cause was a tumour in the 
course of a nerve, or some similar 
pressure, and sometimes it was simple 
inflammation of a nerve ; and he gave 
some instances of paresis, or partial 
palsy, to illustrate the influence of 
each of these causes. With respect to 
the treatment of palsy, it first con- 
sisted in the prevention ; secondly, in 
the removal ; and thirdly, in the pat- 
liation. When palsy was preced 
chronic inflammation of the brain, or 
its membranes, the removal of that 
inflammation, before softening occur- 
red, would prevent the attack, and 
when it was preceded by simple tur- 
gescence of the brain a similar plan 
would be alike successful. When the 
attack had once decidedly taken 
place, the recovery was always doubt- 
ful, where the head was concerned ; 
but he had seen several cases in which 
patients had recovered the use of the 
affected limb by perseverance in an 
abstemious diet, cccasional bloodlet- 
ting, local or general, and mild ape- 
rient medicines. When inflammation 
of the spinal cord preceded the sei- 
zure, the prevention depended upon 
the ordinary measures; and when the 
attack had occerred from that eause, 
still the treatment should be of a sub- 
dued a kind. But when 
the palsy depended upon a disease of 
the bones of the spinal column itself. 
then rest in the recumbent posture, a 
fresh #mosphere, a regulated diet, 
and an occasional gentle alterative 
and aperient, with perfect cleanliness, 
were the most efficacious measures. 
The value of these was indisputable, 
whereas the use of caustic issues was 
doubtful, some having much, and 


4 
d from chronic inflammation, and then 
j 
t 
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others no faith in them at all. In trath, 
this affection being generally a secon- 
dary one of some irritation on the 
mucous surface of the prime vi, the 
cure depended more upon the removal 
of that, and upon taking off the weight 
of the travk through rest than upon 
any other means; in corroberation of 
_ which some examples were brought 
forward. The partial palsy was to be 
relieved by the removal of its cause, 
only it was to be remembered, that 
partial palsy did not always depend 
upon a mere local affection of a nerve, 
but was oftener the effect of some 
serious affection of the brain, of which 
it was amonitor not to be neglected for 
a moment in many cases. The history 
of every instance, therefore, should be 
minutely investigated, by a reference 
to the physiology of the parts con- 
cerned, so that the cause may, if pos- 
sible, be correctly ascertained, and a 
correspondent treatn-ent pursued. No 
folly was greater than that of snp- 
posing the same name always implied 
the same conditions, for the symp- 
toms on which that name was founded 
might be similar, yet the condition on 
which that symptom depended might 
have a different seat and character. 

Dr, ARMstReNG noticed, that pa- 
ralytic affections from the brain were 
far more common among those who 
took wine and ardent spirits than 
among those who drank nothing but 
water; yet he admitted that many 
other remote occasions, and especially 
mental excitement, was connected 
with the origin of such complaints, 
which were therefore more commen 
in large towns than in the country 
where the mind was less agitated in 
the main, 

Epilepsy. 

Dr. ARMsTRONG distinguished two 
modifications of epilepsy, ene which 
arose in children, and which was con- 
nected with irritation of the mucous 
membrane of the intestines ; and ano- 
ther which arose in adults, and which 
was connected originally with an af- 
fection of the brain. That which*took 
place in children could generally be 
cured by a strict regulation of diet, 
by mild aperients, with small doses of 
alkalies, and by an alterative now and 


then, when there was a deficiency of 
bile. occurred 


But that which 


adults was far more difficult to ma- 
nage, though sometimes it admitted 
of a cure, bat more often ea of pal- 
liation. Whatever exhausted or ex- 
cited epileptic adults, did harm, and 
therefore copious evacuations on the 
one hand, and stimalants on the other, 
were alike to be avoided. That diet 
was best which supported the strength 
without producing any excitement, or 
without distarbing the stomach. Dr. 
ArmstronG had seen various medi- 
cines tried, but upon the whole he 
had seen none very decidedly bene- 
ficial, except the arsenical solution, 
which in some instances had arrested, 
and in others mitigated the disorder, 
where the diet had been rightly ma- 
naged, and when the mind had been 
kept tranquil, the last of which was 
an essential point towards insuring 
success. 

Dr. ARMsTRONG related the case of 
a female subject of epilepsy, in whom 
the fit occurred very repeatedly, 
while she was harrassed by an iil- 
tempered person, but who got entire- 
ly rid of the disease when she was 

laced in a comfortable situation. He 

ad also seen some cases which oc- 
curred from hard drinking, and some 
from the indulgence of licentious pas- 
sions, which had in like manner been 
removed by the removal of the excit- 
ing cause. In regard to the morbid 


jy anatomy of epilepsy, it had been ex- 


tremely unsatisfactory to Dr. Arnm- 
STRONG, the appearances having been 
so different in different cases, that 
with the exception of congestion or 
effusion, he had not been enabled to 
come to any satisfactory conclusion as 
to the pathological condition from 
which epilepsy arose. 


Tetanus. 


Tetanus was either idiopathic, or 
symptomatic. It was idiopathic when 
it appeared independently of any lo- 
cal injury, as from cold ; it was symp- 
tomatic when it followed a local in- 
jury, such as a punctured or a lace- 
rated wound about the hands or feet. 
But it was clear, that, whether idio- 
pathic or symptomatic, some concur- 
ring state of the system must exist to 
favour the rise of tetanus, since cold 
applied, or since a local ixjury sus- 
tained under ordinary circumstances, 

affection. 


in| did not give rise to this 
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Dr. ARMsTRONG observed, that many 
ago the negro. infants. died of 


hed jaw, at Jamaica, on the 

tion where an acquaintance of his 
actised, in, such numbers, that an 
uiry was instituted as to the cause 

of death. It was found, that owing 
‘to some superstition, the breast had 
not been given at the natural period, 
_that the mecomium for the same 
cause had not been purged off, and 
that, moreover, the food was crude, 
d the air of the apartments close. 

n correcting these impropricties, the 
tetanus disappeared, which clearly 
‘showed, that some constitutional dis- 
‘turbance had been generated by that 
‘of the prime vie, which, concurring 
With the irritation at the navel, had 
brought on the attack. Dr. Anm- 
STRONG also showed how important 
it was, in a preventive tight, to avoid 
all the sources of intestinal and other 
irritation, after any suspicious injury, 
and stated the remarkable fact, that 
‘by such a procedure, and the applica- 
tion of the rectified oil of tarpentine, 
under the form of an unguent, an ex- 
perienced friend of his had warded off 
many attacks of tetanns, which, to 
say the least, had been very common 
in his practice at Grenada, before he 
adopted these precautionary measures. 
When tetanus merely attacks the mns- 
cles abont the neck and jaw, itis often 
recoverable, but when the other mus- 
cles are also affected, it is a most for- 
midable affection. The morbid ana- 
tomy was various, bat the brain is 
mostly somewhere discoloured, with 
congestion of the lungs and mucous in- 
ternal membranes, probably in part 
the effect of the convulsive pressure 
of the muscles on the external veins, 
as happens in hunted animals.— 
He thonght that these patients had 
the best chance. of recovery, who 
were mildly treated, and nursed, as it 
were, throngh the disease. In illus- 
tration of this, he detailed the result 
of the experience of two of his friends 
who had practised extensively in tro- 
pical climates, both of whom had 
more than commonly successful 

by doing less than had been usually 
done in such cases, Their plan was, 
te and repeated doses of 

opium, occasiovally laxative enema, 
light natriment, and stimulating fric- 
tion im.the course of the spine, toge- 
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ther with every attention to the state 
of the mind, allaying appre 

and inspiving confidence inthe reme- 
dies employed. Dr. Ansistronc re- 
lated one case which had recovered, 
under bis. own care, from a 

mode of treatment than that usuelly 
adopted in this country ; bat, asin the 
present state of knowledge, a large 
majority of cases was mortal, he urged 
the necessity of endeavouring to pre- 
vent the occnrrence of the attack, b 
studiously avoiding all causes.of irti- 
tation ‘after an accident. 


Chorea, 


Dr. Arnmstronc considered chorea 
to originate in irritation of the mu- 
cous membrane of the stomach, or 
small intestines, together with a. dis- 
ordered condition of skin, and a con- 
sequent torpid or irregular state of 
the liver and colon. In the progress 
of the complaint, the spinal cord and 
brain become distended, soas to af- 
fect the motian, and at last the intel- 
lect. He spoke highly of the laxative 
plan recommended by Dr. HAMILTON 
senior, and said that he had never 
known it fail, except in two cases, 
whiere the aperients were mild, oc- 
casionally conjoined with an altera- 
tive, where the diet was at the same 
time properly regulated, and the 
functions of the skin restored by a te- 
pid shower bath, and the influence of 
a fresh atmosphere. He related a 
curious case, in which not only pur- 
gatives, but the arsenical solution, 
the sulphate of zine, and varions other 
measures failed, but in which music 
had the effect of prensa sleep 
daily, and at last of removing. the 
disorder altogether. He cautioned 
the pupils against the free use of the 
lancet, aud adduced a case in which it 
had nearly proved fatal; by he as- 
serted, that he had seen moderate 
leeching useful in some cases where 
the iatestinal lining was distinctly in 
a very irritable condition. He thought 
it of great consequence in this and 
many other nervons affections, not to 
direct the attention of the patient's 
mind. to the complaint, for it was 
thereby apt te be greatly increased, 
as any one might easily perceive, 
when they made many ingairies in 


succession as to the motions. The 
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cure of this complaint could seldom 

be accomplished under any plan in 

Tess than about six weeks or twe 

months, and if the diet was neglected, 

it would generally continne amach 
Hysteria, 

‘The foundation of hysteria was laid 
in en excess of sensibility, sometimes 
associated with local irritation, espe- 
cially about the mucous membrane of 
the intestinal canal, or the mucous 
Timing of the uterus, the latter being 
an affection much more conmon than 
medical authors have supposed. In 
the prevention and cure oF hysteria, 
Dr. ARMsTKONG thought it was of the 
atmost, consequence to bear the two 
forementioned circumstances in view, 
for by lessening the general sensibi- 

» and removing the local irrita- 
tion, this affection, when not asso- 
ciated with any other, might be rea- 
dily removed. The most common 
exciting cause of hysteria is some 
strong mental emotion, and the affec- 
tion is oftén protracted day after day, 
week after week, by the sympathy of 
attendant friends, which is the very 
feod of hysteria. Dr. Armsrrore 
related several cases which he re- 
moved, merely by attending to the 
mental management. He detailed 
one in particular, where the patient 
had been ill for npwards of two 
months, the hysteria in that time hay- 
ing assumed various forms, and hav- 
ing at last put on a violent convulsive 
character, which so alarmed the friends, 
and even the medical attendants, that 
she was watched day and night by 
three or four attendants. Dr. Arm- 
STRONG removed these attendants, 
placed an old nurse by the bed side, 
and told her net to take the least no- 
tice of ghe patient whatever might 
happen. Shortly after, a strong con- 

fit occurred, so that the pa- 
tient tambled out of bed upon the car- 
pet. The old nurse let her lie, and 
when she had recovered from it, re- 
buked her for being se foolish as to 
give way to such fantastic fits. The 
patient had no return of the affection, 
and the father was so much surprised, 
that he said, if any mystery had been 
used, the case might have been 
deemed miraculous. He mentioned 
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tliat they must be familiar to all ob- 
servant practitioners, anf showed 
how e:sy it might be to deceive the 
public by opera th the me- 
dium of mind, if men were disposed 
to play such a part as the impious 
impostor Prince Hoehenloe, whose 
monkish pretensions had made such 
a noise amongst the ignorant. With 
respect to any medical treatment, Dr. 
ARMSTRONG thought it should consist 
entirely in the removal of any local 
irritation which might exist, which, 
however, should be done by the mild. 
est measures, as hysterical women sel- 
dom bore copious evacuations withont 
an increase of that sensibility u 
which the affection mainly depen 
Exercise in the open air, a simple 
diet, early hours as to sleep, a de 
attention to the bowels, and a right 
regulation of the mind, he considered 
as among the best means of prevent- 
ing a return of the affection, together 
with an avoidance of that open and 
declared on the part ef 
friends, by which it is so frequently 
supported, At the same time whena 
medical man recommends this plan, 
he should clearly explain his motives 
to the attendants, otherwise his con- 
duct might seem harsh, however hu- 
mane it was in reality. 


Hupochondriasis. 

Hypochondriasis, mentally consi- 
Dr. ARMSTRONG regeided to 
be distinguished by au exclusive and 
selfish attention to the personal feel- 
ings, so earnest and undivided, as to 
be very apparent on the first inter- 
view with the hypochondriac. To this 
state of the feelings some persons 
were strongly disposed by original 
structure, but it was frequently ac- 
quired. Sometimes it was associated 
with that general disturbance of the 
nervous system which is so apt to be 
induced, in sensitive frames, by the 
worry of the world; sometimes it was 
connected with local irritation, espe- 
cially of the mucous membrane of the 
stomach, accompanied by an over- 
loaded colon; and sometimes it was 
produced by men taking an errotteons 
view of their own case, supposing. 
to be really serious, a cirenmsta’ 


several similar cases, and remarked, 


very common amongst medical 
when their strength happens to 
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broken up, and when, at the same 
time, arise to make the 
mind anxious. In some instances, 
hypochondriasis is connected with or. 
ganic affections, but this mostly hap- 
pens in old persons, and seldom oc- 
curs at an early age, the looks of the 
ndriac often belying the woe- 

I tale which he so repeatedly relates. 
The cure of by pactionsrmels is to be 
accomplished by rightly managing the 
mind of the patient, and by removing, 
by mild means, any bodily irritation 
which exists. Dr. ARMSTRONG warned 
his pupils not to indulge such patients 
in wishes to take a great deal of me- 


be most assiduous in his ex 


lest he overlook them, and put the 
patient upon a treatment the reverse 
of that which onght to be adopted. 
He advised his pupils to be most 
gnarded in the use of language, since 
in medicine mere sound was often 
substituted for science, with which 
many of the profession and of the 
public were alike deceived. He thought 
that much good might be done by well 
informed and honest practitioners en- 
deavouring to train the public to a 
right manner of putting questions 
as to the real natore of disorders, and 
the conditions of structure on which 
they depend ; for as modern patho- 


dicine, but to appeal to their « 
sense, so that they may, at the com- 
mencement, withdraw the mind from 
the contemplation of themselves, and 
fix it upon some external object with 
interest sufficiently intense, as a diver- 
sion from the distemper. Few per- 
sons who take regular exercise in the 
open air, who moderate their wishes, 
and who endeavour to live for others 
rather than themselves, become the 
decided subjects of hypochondriasis. 
When illusions occur in hypochon- 
driasis, Dr. AnmstronG thinks it no 
longer deserves the name, being then 
a modification of mania, which he 
would coosider in his next course of 
Lectures, under a medical, moral, and 
metaphysical point of view. 


Nervousness. 


Dr. Armstronc thought that there 
was such a condition as general ner- 
vousness, without its being referrible 
to the existence of any particular 
local affection of the nervous system. 
He instanced the state induced in 
some persons by copious losses of 
blood, or by want of sleep, in whicha 
pulsation was perceptible in almest 
every artery of the body, accompanied 
by great excess of sensibility. This 
condition was best removed by pas- 
sive exercise in the open air, bya 
tepid shower bath, by a light nutri- 
tious diet, and by a very moderate 
allowance of wine, or some other 
diffusible stimulus, and the occasional 
exhibition of an anodyne and laxative. 
But Dr. Armstrone noticed, that as 
Bervous sensations were frequently 
mixed up with serious affections of 
the brain, heart, stomach, liver, or 
intestines, so a medical man 


logy was very simple, so it was rea- 
dily to be comprehended, and being 
in some degree familiar to the 

lic, that mystery of words would soon 
be banished, by which many medical 
men make their way, almost ignorant 
of every thing substantially useful in 
the principles and practice of physic. 
Dr. Johnson long ago observed, that 
the history of some successful physi- 
cians would be very amusing as an 
exhibition of the arts and chances by 
which they rose; and certainly if 
such a biography were faithfully 
written, it would prove that some of 
the most shallow men in the profes- 
sion had gained the confidence of 
the highest classes, and kept it too, 
the cant of technicality, the art 
concealing ignorance, and of pleasing 
at the same time ; so little have the 
public hitherto been enabled to esti- 
mate the comparative merits of the 
medical men in whom they confided 
their health and their lives. 
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LECTURE 4. 
On the Venercal Disease. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Berore I proceed to enter upon 
the topics which I intend to discuss 
in this lecture, I may observe, that 
next week, when I meet you at the 
Royal Infirmary, I shall be able toshow 


| 


JULY 23, 1825. 


cases illustrative of all the prin- 
es which I have already advanced. 
re is in the house, at the present 
moment, a case of the real Hunterian 
chancre, of which Mr. AseRNneTny 
res the loss. The man is now 
in the eighth week, and he has not 
taken any mercury, A bubo has ap- 
peared, and we shall have an eppor- 
tanity of seeing how far local treat- 
ment will sacceed in effecting a cure, 
and whether secondary symptoms will 
eventually appear. I will also show 
pe cases of syphilis in which secon- 
ary symptoms occurred while the 
constitution was strongly impregnat- 
ed with mercury. I have, gentlemen, 
during this course, dwelt more upon 
metaphysical principles than practical 
Ear: because it is in medicine as 
life, good principles will bear us out 
in the end. A surgeon who merely 
rests his practice.upon that of others, 
and upon the precepts of those who 
ire gree before him, may as well be 
sty an intelligent surgeon as the 
man who merely reads and fellows 
Cnresterrieiy might be called an ac- 
complished man. Believe me, gen- 
tlemen, principle is the great thing in 
medicine as well as in life. 


Treatment of Chancre. 
The definition of chancre should be 


given in the widest terms. No sore, 
which appears after counexion, can 
be positively pronounced a chancre or 
not. - Now if I find a sore upon the 
genitals, possessing the usual charac- 
teristics of chancre, which is likely to 
affect the system and to produce se- 
condary symptoms, I pursue the fol- 
lowing plan:—On the first day of its 
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ment; but if, on the contrary, I find 
it surrounded by an areola of inflam- 
mation, and the hardness of the edges 
remains, I immediately commence 
giving the patient mercury. Instead 
vf the solation of the sulphate of cop- 
per, I order the black wash, and give 
five grains of blue pill, and one-third 
of a grain of opium three times a day, 
If the patient be unable to take mer- 
cury by the mouth, I order him to rub 
in the ointment; you can throw in 
more mercury by the skin, and it isa 
mach better and safer way, than by 
the stomach and bowels, When you 
do give mercury by the mouth, there 
is a practice recommended by Mr, 
Pearson, which I have found ex- 
tremely useful in preventing cramps 
of the bowels, which are oiten occa- 
sioned by this medicine, it is simply 
to order your patient to take three or 
four pepper-corns in the course of 
the day; it is a practice | can recom- 
mend to you from experience. The 
practice of destroying a chancre by 
poison is founded upon this yee 
that according to the size of the sore, 
and the length of time it remains open, 
the greater danger will exist of hav- 
ing secondary symptoms; but if, in 
attempting to destroy the surface of 
the chancre, you promote the absorp- 
tion, itis plain that you doa great 
deal of mischief. The objection 
which I have to the employment of 
the lunar caustic in destroying a 
chancre is this—that it never de- 
stroys the entire of the sore; the in- 
flammation which it producesincreases 
the activity of the absorbents, and, 
nine times out of ten, you will have 
a bubo in the groin. I employ, then, 


priya I lay on it a small pledget | the solution of the sulphate of copper 
lint, having dipped it in rather a on these occasions, for it effectually 
strong solution of the sulphate of cop- destroys the sore and does not pro- 
per (xx. gr. ad 3j. aque, ; I then en- | mote absorption. The simplest treat- 
join absolute rest. On the sccond day | ment, indeed, is excision, provided 
I give the patient a weak wash of the situation of the sore will permit 


Goulard’s lotion. This allays the in- 
flammation which the sulphate of cop- 
per may have excited. I also order 
a purgative of calomel to be taken in 
the evening, and an ounce of salts on 
the following morning. If on the 
third day I find the sore not healed, 
I touch it with a camel-hair pencil, 
dipped in a solation of sulphate of 
copper, half the strength of the former. 
If after two days merc, aud ihe sore 
is healed, I resort to no other treat- 
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it, and it is practised upon the same 
principle as when you cut out the part 
bitten by arabid animal. It occur- 
red to me to give excision a fair trial 
in the Lock Hospital, and 1 therefore 
selected nineteen cases of recent 
chancres, and excised them all; se- 
venteen of them healed, two remain- 
ed open, to which I applied caustic 
and gave the subjects of them mer- 
cury—both heated, When dismissing 
these patients, I told them to return 
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if amy, other oms sheuld r,.| mend it, from experience, as the 
batmotane of thom returned. [ may | If the chancre now throws ap healtliy 
conclude, that in the | granulations, and its edges.contri 
greater number of these, cases se-| you may apply simple dressings, 
condary symptoms never appeared. should the granulations become ex- 
I do. not, however, recommend ex-|uberant, tonch them with the Innar 
Cision as a general practice, I would caustic. If the patient’s month, while. 
mach sooner use arsenic as a caustic, | he is taking merctry, should become 
to destroy a chancre, than nitrate of| so sore as to render eating inconve- 
silver; and I do use it, reduced to a| nient, you should suspend the admi- 
fine powder, with which I fillthe whole’ nistration of the medicine, and com- 
cavity of the chancre. In sucit cases! mence again after four or five days 
not give mercery, except under | have elapsed; by such means your 
the rales already delivered. Once patient will be able to take four times. 
for all, I assure yon, if you are intent | more mercury than if you endeavaur- 
Hon siving mereury there is no mid-|ed to throw it in at once. If the 
course ; you must either give it | chancre, as often happens, perforates. 
filly or not administer it at alt. I caw) the frenam, you may slit it ap with 
say, from experience, that what is|a scissars. If, however, it should 
called the alterztiye plan, has,cansed perforate, as it sometimes does, the. 
more mischief than you can imagine ;| urethra, the urine escapes into the 
and the reason is this, if you fail in | corpus cavernosam, and urinary fista- 
destroying a chancre by caustic, ab-.lons sores are prodaced, which mer- 
sorption proceeds. If yon. then give cury, instead of healing, exasperates 
merecary on the alterative plan for a in the highest degree. You must, ia, 
week, the patient is quite well te all such cases, suspend the use of mer- 
appearance ; the disposition, however, | cury, aud introduce a catheter into the 
to secondary symptoms is formed, bladder, and by local means try to, 
and the moment you leave off the heal these sores, There are more 
bine pill the patient begins to com- | complicated cases to which I may 
plain of sore throat; eraptions now. y allade ; for example, if persens 
come out, anil all these symptoms ap- | of an irritable habit, who liave sores 
pear in a constitution no longer in a on the penis, and who are taking 
fit state for the exhibition of merenry; mereary, walk ont, indulge in drink- 
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- iw fact, the constitution is loaded with ing, or expose themselves to wet or 


it, and if you commence giving it | cold, the chancre assumes a new cha- 
anew, and that the patient has asore racter; the surface becomes green- 
in tire throat, instead of healing it you ish, the edges elevated, red, inclining 
convert itinto a slough, I saw aman_ to parple, and the surrounding parts 
who was lately treated on the altera- | assumea purple hue, You must here 
tive plan; there were some lecal ap- | instantly discontinne the moercery,. 
plications to his chanere, and he had should these s ‘me rm even occur a3. 
a few pills; he had afterwards a sore | early as the thir day. Put the pa-. 
tliroaf, wd he then took twelve pills tient to bed, purge him well, 
more, the consequence was, that the | bleed from the arm; opinm will after- 
throat was coaverted into oue fright- | wards be found serviceable. Tire best 
fal stongh. I speak without qulifi- local application you can adopt will 


cation when I say, there is not a sin- 
gle bad case at present in the King’s 
Infirmary which cannot be traced to 
the alterative plan. If, in the coarse 
ofa few days after I commence giving 
the mercury, I fiad no sensible etfects 
by it, f increase the dose 

ugtit a copperish taste is felt in the 
mouth; before this the bowels are 
usually constipated, the palse becomes 
then suspend the ase 
of'merenry and order some castor ail. 


be the nitrate of silver, in fiae pow- 
der, to the sore. In Gny's Hospital,, 
nitrous acid is ued in the proportion 
of forty drops to a qnart of water, 
Phy mosis is acommon attendant on. 
'chancre when. the inflammation rans. 
‘high. ‘The treatment consists in this :. 
first confine your patient; for if you 
allow him to walk about, a gangrenous. 
Lerysipelas of the prepuce will be 
induced ; put him then to bed, bleed. 
and purge him well, and use the 


‘The moment the mouth becomes fore, as an injection; apply, 


use the spirit gargte; Tcan recom! fomentations, hot or coll, according 
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to'the sensations of the patient. 

eg have been applied to the part, 
dé not ase Goulard’s lotion, as it will 
convert the leech-bites into trouble- 
some sores. If, after you have tried 
thes¢ méans, the phymosis still con- 
tinde to confine the matteys, slit up the 
prepuce and clean away the discharge 
trom the glaus, But the truly em- 
barrassing phymosis is that occurring 
id a constitution strongly under the 
influence of mercury. You may be 


almost certain, in such a case, of 


having Srnsrene. The treatment is 
unsettled ; some atlvise you to divide 
the prepuce ; others say, that by so 
déing you will bring on gangrenous 
etysipelas. The best plan is to sus- 
pénd the use of mercury immediately ; 
to injeet and wash ott the prepuce ; 
te purge the patient, and to put him 
in the warm bath ; bleed him, if tie be 
of a fullhabit ; if not, ase local bleed- 
ing. Spontancous hemorrhages sonie- 
times supervene in this disease ; leeches 
do not well supply the place of such 
evacuations. In such cases do not 


“‘merenry, it acts as a deailly 
poison. ‘Tie medicine usually em- 
ployed at ‘St. Thomas’ Hospitai, Lon- 
den, is musk and ammonia; opiam 


will be afterwards found serviceable. 
The plan of treatment will depend 
nmiuch on the habit of the patient; 
warm fomentations will be found 
agrecable and useful; bark is deci- 
de@ly injurious, Whena slough ap. 
poms apply the fermenting poultice ; 

of copaiva I pave found a 

-usefal application. 

' phy mosis is neither so frequent 
nor so dangerous as phymosis. The 
best plan is to endeavour to reduce 
the glans by pressing it with ‘the 
— and thumb of your right band, 

je with your ‘left you draw the 
prepuce over it; if, however, tire at- 
tempt give mach pain, do not ase 
violence, but introduce a bistoury un- 
der the stricture, and, by dividing it, 
tree the glans. 

‘New of Wisease often arise 
during the exhibition of mercury, and 
attack ‘the chancré. With respect to 
them, I have ascertained the follow- 
ing ‘facts :—In venereal cases, when 

has heen long employed, or 
wider unfavourable circumstauces, 
diseases called mercurial arise. 
of opinion that such sores partake o! 
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errors of the constitation; for in 


serotulous habits venereal sores will 
often assume this also, 
of the herpetic, i ve ascer- 
tained in the Lock ital, where 
the ee admitted were also gen 
afflicted with herpetic eruptions. 
find, on reference to my case-beck, 
five in whom herpetic sores had re- 
cently existed, with the remains of 


Jarge cicatrices, and in whom the 


venereal sores evidently partook of 
the nature of the herpes exedens. 
These sores will spread while you 
continue mercaty; when, however, 
you cease to exhibit it, they will heal 
ander any or ‘no treatment. Whew 
mercury is taken im considerable quan- 
tities, bat irregularly, the surface of 
a chancre will often become green and 
uneven, and the granulations will ap- 
pear to be dying away. If, while 
you are giving a patient mercury, @ 
chancre should put on such an aspect, 
you must immediately suspend the 
use of the mercury, nor can you com~ 
mence giving it anew, even 

secondary symptoms and sore throat 
should appear; for though mereury 
will care your patient’s sore throat, 
it will inevitably destroy his penis; 
and while the sores on the palate and 
faaces weald be in progress of heal- 
ing, those on the penis would be ra- 
pidly spreading. This is a truly em- 
barrassing and distressing dilemma, 
and the best way to manage, I think, 
is this:—If the patient be stifl-under 
the inflnence of mercury, the ulcers in 
the throat will not spread rapidly, 
and you may devote your entire atten- 
tion to the penis. You ‘should then 
advise a change of air, light diet, the 
use Of sarsaparilla and the woods. 
But the great thing is the local treat~- 
ment; destroy the whole surface with 
the arsenical powder ; when the slough 
has separated, toach the sore with the 
nitrate of silver, and you will probably 
heal it in a few days ; then begin to 
give the patient mercuty. Bad, hows 
ever, as his throat may be, do not 
commence the administration of the 
mercury until the penis is safe, for 
there are few men but ‘would sooner 
sacrifice their throat than their penis. 
(A lawgh.) At our next meeting, 
Gentlemen, we shall conclude this 
subject. 
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publica commoda peccem, 
Si longo sermone morer tua tem- 
pora, CoprLanp. 
My pear JAmes, 
You must excuse the brevity in- 
dicated in the motto to this address. 
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The labour of reading or writing long 
letters in this warm weather should be | 
as strictly prohibited by the laws of 
fashionable etiquette as the danger- | 
ous exercise of dancing waltzes or | 
quadrilles, Summer, yon are aware, 
is the season of the body, not of the 
mind—of corporeal repose, not of in- 
tellectual exertion. Itis a time sacred 
to idleness, and shoul! not be pro-| 
famed by any species of mental or | 
manual operation, It is the grand | 
“ Passover” of authors, when they | 
exchange their books for brooks; 
emerge from groves of chimneys to 
enjoy the ‘‘ green- wood” shade. Hence 
you may have observed, that all the 
periodicals decline in wit as the sun 
takes a higher station in the heavens, 
and that, for some time before and | 
after the solstice, the genius of the | 
age, like the songsters of an eastern | 
gtove at noon, seems to be in a state | 
of suspended animation. There is, | 
indeed, a degree of irreverence of- | 
fered to Nature, if not of personal | 
risk too, incurred, in disturbing the 
animal economy duiing this great 
sabbath of the year, by the tumult of 
argumentation, or in rousing the mind 
from its, luxarions torpor, at a time 
when to think is labour, and to write 
is pain; when the effects of an anti- 
thesis might prove fatal from over 
excitement, or an poy might epe- 
rate on the brain like a “ coup de so- 
leil.””. Instead of extending the limits 
of physiology, or deciding the fate of 
some new aspirant to medical fame, I 
shoald expect to find yon /entus in 
wnbra, at some villa in the vicinity of 
London, discussing may-duke cher- 
ries, or strawberries and cream. Your 
pen, I dare say, is but seldom re- 
sumed in these sultry honrs, and, in. 
deed, whatever it has performed since 
er commencement seems to be 
cterized by the universal Jan. 
guor of the times. It was only the 
other day, in reading over one of the 
late Iucubrations. of your drooping 


muse, that I entertained myself by 
conjecturing the circumstances under 
which it must have been composed, 
and the causes that must have pro- 
duced so perfect a specimen ef mental 
relaxation, 1 immediately pictured to 
myself the celebrated cditor.of the 
Repository, James Copland, Lecturer, 
de omibus rebus et quibus edam aliis, 
with titles little less than the great 
Tippo Saib, brother to the sum, moon, 


and stars, recumbent in his critical 


chair, the book under review thrown — 
half cut and carelessly on a desk be- 
fore him, the mercury in the thermo- 
meter standing at 82°, his body ina 
state sennbectink to liquefaction, the 
big drops chasing each other down his | 
comely face, his eye-lids weighed 
down with sleep and dulness, the 
pen just escaping from his uncon- 
scious grasp, while the reputation of 
the author upon whom the reposito- 
rian rhodomunthus was supposed to 
have been employed was silently 
evaporating in the sun-beams that — 
danced over the surface of the half- 
finished review, to the drowsy accom- 
animent of rather an audible snore. 
ave I or not “ o’erstepped the mo- 
desty of natare” in this imaginary 
sketch? Ifso, [ must only plead par- 
tiality to you in extennation of the of- 
fence, since in no other manner would 
my feelings permit me to account for 
the lullaby effects produced on me by 
a perusal of the articles alluded to, — 
than by referring the pleasing pheno- 
mena I experienced to the oppres- 
sive influence of the season upon you 
while composing. But hot er cold, 
James, we must supply food to that 
mighty devonrer—Tue Press, which, 
like the demon in Vatheck, incessant- 
ly cries ‘* more, more,” in proportion . 
to the quantity consumed. Being 
considerably in advance of me, by 
reason of sundry causes specifi 
above, there is no time to be lost on 
the ceremony of introduction. I shall, _ 
therefore, merely delay the proceed- 
ing while I express my regret for 
that neglect which has left me so 
your debtor, and also my intention 
compounding with you on the present 
occasion for all arrears, by proving to 
your satisfaction that, thongh ta 
in my payments, I stand in no ne 
of an act of critical insolvency. Either 
two or three nambers of the Reposi- 
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pry, Or as it has been more classically 
gnated by our mutual friend, the 
Editor of Tue Lancet, “ The Mauso- 
leum,” have been distributed amongst 
a select cirele of your old subscribers, 
but I mean to confine my observations 
to those which ushered in the months 
of June and July, and to notice some 
other matters incidentally, which of 
late have occupied no small share of 
public attention. And here it may be 
observed, that there is some advan. 
tage in waiting the termination of 
these conflicts, which weak mortals 
80 often wage about trifles, and which 
irresistibly remind the neutral spec- 
tator of the “ Bartre-muo machia,” 
or the battles of the “ frogs and 
mice,” by Homer. For now that Dr. 
Mac ean has ceased to bore the House 
of Commons with petitions about con- 
tagion ; that Mr. Crameron no longer 
“* winds his mellow horn,” about eruel- 
ty to animals; that the Morning He- 
rald, and its voracious correspondents, 
have given up Macenvir. as incorri- 
gible ; now that the din of this wordy 
war has subsided to the breathless 
Stillness of peace, yon and I, James, 
may walk the field of action, examine 
the various positions of the bellige- 
rents, see the effects of a fact here, an 
argument there; mark how a well- 
timed adverb turns the scale of vic- 
tory and “ verbs drive verbs along,” 
as becomes us rational men, and phi- 
losophize in our journey on the vanity 
of human exertion. What in the end 
have their labours come to? Conta- 
continues the work of destrac- 
tion, and silly men (O nefas!) to be- 
lieve in this wicked creed; reiractory 
animals are still subject to the awful 
visitation of their masters’ correction ; 
and Macenpie (cruel man !) experi- 
mentalizes on dogs, as if he had never 
been Fepneedy a monster by the 
British press. You see into what a 
scrape Maciean has brought his re- 
tainers, the English merchants, by 
bis raving about contagion! No sooner 
was quarantine relaxed at home than 
it was, as if by way of retribution for 
the folly of the measure, enforced 
with tenfold severity abroad. Is this 
fact without an inference, or is it pro- 
bable that the medical men of these 
countries, best circumstanced for the 
study of this disease, would have ad- 
vieed their respective governments to 
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a such precantions? It requires . 
to solve this question. The 
grand argument (into which this Mag- 
nus Apollo of the non-contagionists 
has resolved all his force,) of the de- 
struction of mankind, may be werth 
analysing, as it bas passed current 
through all the newspapers as a self- 
evident truth, First then, it would be . 
necessary, in order to give this argu- 
ment a fair trial, that all men are 
equally susceptible of being affected 
by contagion, a case that is contra- 
dicted by experienc: ; secondly, it 
would be indispensable that men 
should be placed under circumstances 
favourable to the operation of conta- 
gion, a thing not likely to take place £ 
and, thirdly, that the effects of this 
homocidal syllogism should be com- 
pletely developed, a continuity of con- 
tact should be established between all 
mankind, a circumstance which could 
not occur as the world is at present 
constituted. But taking the Doctor’s 
opinion of atmospheric influence, 
examining it by his own test, how 
comes it to pass that the inhabitants 
of any city, town, or village, infected 
by the plague, should not suffer alike ® 
The atmosphere must be the same to - 
all; or suppose that there exists in 
certain parts of such places a focus 
from whence the mischief originates, 
why does any man, woman, or child, 
then, at least, escape infection; or, 
having received the infection, ever 
become convalescent, as long as 
reside in that particular place? Why, 
in such cases, do not similar causes 
produce similar effects, until the dis- 
ease, by repeated attacks, at length 
brought its victim to the grave. Th 
James, is what I cannot unders , 
and you must therefore excase the 
expression of my ignorance. I am 
heartily sick of Mactean and conta- 
giou, and, I suppose, that MarrLanp’s 
letter will at length rid us of both 
pests. Mr, Cramproy, too, has been 
entertaining the public at the expense 
of his reputation, by writing letters 
for the instraction of the “ dog and 
bull” Now only think 
of such a man as Mr. Crampton, who, 
to my own knowledge, has destroyed 
as many hares, foxes, grouse, par- 
tridges, and snipes, with various other 
bipeds and quadrupeds, as, if con- 
verted into cash in Covent-garden 
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JEMM LAND. muse, that I entertained myself by 
ich it must have been composed 
Si bo in publica commoda peccem, and the causes that must have pro- 
ngo sermone morer tua teM- | duced so perfect a specimen of mental 
pors, Curran. relaxation, I immediately pictured to 
My pear JAmes, myself the celebrated cditor.of the 
You must excuse the brevity in- | Repository, James Copland, Lecturer, 
dicated in the motto to this address. | de omibus rebus et quibus edam aliis, 
The labour of reading or writing long | with titles little less than the great 
letters in this warm weather should be | Tippo Saib, brother to the sun, moon, 
as strictly prohibited by the laws of and stars, recumbent in his cri 
fashionable etiquette as the danger- chair, the book under review thrown — 
i the season of the body, not of the meter standing at 82°, bis body in a 
mind—of corporeal repose, not of in- state deoitectie to liquefaction, the 
tellectual exertion. Itis a time sacred | big drops chasing each other down his — 
to idleness, and should not be pre: comely face, his eye-lids weighed 
manual operation, gran st escapin 
“ Passover" of they scion grasp, the of 
exc e their s for brooks;| author upon whom the reposito- 
groves of chimneys to | rian was to 
enjoy the “‘green- wood” shade. Hence | 4ave been employed was silently 
you may have observed, that ali the | evaporating in the sun-beams that — 
periodicals decline in wit as the sun danced over the surface of the half- 
takes a higher station in the heavens, | finished review, to the drowsy accom- 
and that, for some time before and | paniment of rather an audible snore. 
after the solstice, the genius of the, Have I or not “ o’erstepped the mo- 
of suspended animation, There is, | tiality to you in extenuation of the of- 
indeed, a degree of irreverence of- | fence, since in no other manner would 
fered to Nature, if not of personal my feelings permit me to account for 
risk too, incurred, in disturbing the | the ludlaby effects produced on me by 
animal economy during this great, @ perusal of the articles alluded to, 


sabbath of the year, by the tumult of 
argumentation, or in rousing the mind 
from its, luxarions torpor, at a time 
when to think is labour, and to write 
is pain; when the effects of an anti- 
thesis might prove fatal from over 
excitement, or an opiere® might epe- 
rate.on the brain like a “ coup de so- 
lei.” Instead of extending the limits 
of physiology, or deciding the fate of 
some new aspirant to medical fame, I 
shoald expect to find yon /entus in 
wnbra, at some villa in the vicinity of 
London, discussing may-duke cher- 
ries, or strawberries and cream. Your 
pen, I dare say, is but seldom re- 
sumed in these sultry honrs, and, in. 
deed, whatever it has performed since 
their commencement seems to be 
characterized by the universal Jan- 
guor of the times. It was only the 
other day, in reading over one of the 
late Iucubrations. of your drooping 


than by referring the pleasing pheno- 
mena I experienced to the oppres- 
sive influence of the season upon you 
while composing. Bunt hot or cold, 
James, we must supply food to that 
mighty devonrer—Tue Press, which, 
like the demon in Vatheck, incessant- 
ly cries ‘* more, more,” in proportion . 
to the quantity consum Being 
considerably in advance of me, by 
reason of sundry. causes specifi 
above, there is no time to be lost on 
the ceremony of introduction. I shall, 
therefore, merely delay the proceed- 
ing while I express my regret for 
that neglect which has left me so long. 
your debtor, and also my intention 
compounding with you on the present 
occasion for all arrears, by proving to 
your satisfaction. that, thongh ta 

in my payments, I stand in no ne 
of an act of critical insolvency. Either 
two or three nambers of the Reposi- 


16. 
4 
4 


ory, Or as it has been more classically 
gnated by our mutual friend, the 
Editor of Tue Lancet, “ The Mauso- 
leum,” have been distributed amongst 
a select circle of your old subscribers, 
but I mean te confine my observations 
to those which ushered in the months 
of June and July, and to notice some 
other matters incidentally, which of 
late have occupied no small share of 
public attention. And here it may be 
observed, that there is some advan. 
tage in waiting the termination of 
these conflicts, which weak mortals 
80 often wage about trifles, and which 
irresistibly remind the neutral spec- 
tator of the “ Bartre-muo machia,” 
or the battles of the “ frogs and 
mice,” by Homer. For now that Dr. 
Mac ean has ceased to bore the House 
of Commons with petitions about con- 
tagion ; that Mr. Crameron no longer 
“* winds his mellow horn,” about cruel- 
ty to animals; that the Morning He- 
rald, and its voracious correspondcats, 
have given up Macenpir, as incorri- 
gible ; now that the din of this wordy 
war has subsided to the breathless 
Stiliness of peace, yon and I, James, 
may walk the field of action, examine 
various positions of the bellige- 
rents, see the effects of a fact here, an 
ent there; mark how a well- 
timed adverb turns the scale of vic- 
tory and “ verbs drive verbs along,” 
as becomes us rational men, and phi- 
losophize in our journey on the vanity 
of human exertion. What in the end 
haye their labours come to? Conta- 
continues the work of destrne- 
tion, and silly men (O nefas!) to be- 
lieve in this wicked creed; refractory 
animals are still subject to the awful 
visitation of their masters’ corre¢tion ; 
and Macenpis (cruel man !) experi- 
mentalizes on dogs, as if he had never 
been Sapuatel a monster by the 
British press. You see into whata 
serape Macxean has brought his re- 
tainers, the English merchants, by 
his raving about contagion! No sooner 
was quarantine relaxed at home than 
it was, as if by way of retribution for 
the folly of the measure, enforced 
with tenfold severity abroad. Is this 
fact without an inference, or is it pro- 
bable that the medical men of these 
countries, best circumstanced for the 
of this disease, would have ad- 
their respective governments to 
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a such precantions? It requires - 
30 Edius to solve this question. The 
grand argument (into which this Mag- 
nus Apollo of the non-contagionists 
has resolved all his force,) of the de- 
struction of mankind, may be werth 
analysing, as it bas passed current 
through all the newspapers as a self- 
evident truth, First then, it would be . 
necessary, in order to give this argu- 
ment a fair trial, that all men are 
equally susceptible of being affected 
by contagion, a case that is contra- 
dicted by experienc: ; secondly, it 
would be indispensable that men 
should be placed under circumstances 
favourable to the operation of conta- 
gion, a thing not likely to take place ¢ 
and, thirdly, that the effects of this 
homocidal syllogism should be com- 
pletely developed, a continuity of con- 
tact should be established between all 
mankind, a circumstance which c 

not occur as the world is at present 
constituted. But taking the Doctor's 
opinion of atmospheric influence, 
examining it by his own test, how 
comes it to pass that the inhabitants 
of any city, town, or village, infected 
by the plague, should not suffer alike ? 
The atmosphere must be the same to. 
all; or suppose that there exists in 
certain parts of such places a focus 
from whence the mischief originates, 
why does any man, woman, or child, 
then, at least, escape infection; or, 
having received the infection, ever 
become convalescent, as long as they 
reside in that particular place? Why, 
iu such cases, do not similar causes 
produce similar effects, until the dis- 
easc, by repeated attacks, at length 
brought its victim to the grave. Th 
James, is what I cannot unders a 
and you must therefore excuse the 
expression of my ignorance. I am 
heartily sick of MacLean and conta- 
gion, and, I suppose, that MarrLanp’s 
letter will at length rid us of both 
pests. Mr, Crampron, too, has been 
entertaining the public at the expense 
of his reputation, hy writing letters 
for the instruction of the “ dog and 
bull” philosophers. Now only think 
of ae a man as Mr. Crampton, who, 
to my own knowledge, has destroyed 
as many hares, foxes, grouse, par- 
tridges, and snipes, with various o 
bipeds and quadrupeds, as, if con- 
verted into cash in Covent-garden 
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‘ 


Jit a man of war | éver lived, I could learn in 


miaket, would frelg 
with: Repositories, writing letters on | land, for there is but ove man in a” 
cruelty 16 animals. Of all malice pre. | the island who knows tlits science 


ly acquit Mr. CRamrron | that is, Dr. Macartney, 


the conti- 


free 
these atnusements, but that a hunts- | naation of whose “ Sketch” shall im- | 
sean and a fowler of the “first water” | mediafely appear in Tae Lancer. 


should ptostitate his pen for the sup- | You will not ex 


that should 


port of a clab of cur philosophers, in | minutely analyse the contents of the | 

the teeth of such facts, for June, particularly as you 

“out-herods Herod.” I was, indeed, | have had the opinion of Tak Lancer 

deeply affected to hear, that the Brit- | epen. that subject. You will wg 

ish facalty.intended to give an opinion, | find some articles in the journals to. 

= body, of the usage | which neither censnrenor blame can_ 
liv 


experimenting upon 


ing animals, be justly applied, sach, for instance, 


Atte we for ever to wage war with the /as Mr. Amesnury’s dissértation on 
scientific as well as the political court | straps and buckles for the treatment 
of France; «abuse foreign customs, | of fractnred patella. A surgeon whose 


hy tiem at home? You will 


and 
réadily perceive, that I allude to the 


ingenuity would not be capable of de- | 
vising such simplé meatis as these 


disgraceful attacks made vpon that every occurrence shonid at once 


incomparable physiol 
English writers. e shoald, ip- 

» James, be ashamed to belong 

to a profession that could treat so 
aman in so scurvy « 

ner. Are not his discoveries an an- 
swer to such ridiculons twaddle? Is 
not the splendid work of Orfila a re- 
futation of all the balderdash that was 
ever written upon this subject? If 
aa man will have the hardihood to 
me that MaGenpie has a pleasure 


in the tor.nve of these animals sepa- 
rate from the desire of extending ha. 
man Knowledge, I will be the first to 
wote iim a monster unfit for the so- 

of men or brutes. And there is 
the interest of all students aspiring to 


a knowledge of physiology,—is that 
too to be sacrificed to the sensibility 
of the age? Suppose I proposed to 
™ a series of experiments, in 
which the lives of a certain number 6f 
dogs and cats were to be lost, was I 
for this offence to be sent off, at the 
an wey for steal- 
ng her la , to Bota y, or the 
Tread-mill ? "Ba a ‘Seay? who would 
find a verdict against me, on such 
grotinds, I would inflict no greater 
shment than that they should ali 
without “ medical aid.” My feel- 
ings are not the most obtuse, but at 
any moment, if it were in my power,I 
would have no hesitation whatever to 
become dog-stealer, dog-butcher, or 
cat-catcher to MaGenprr, in order to 
myself in a branch of my pro- 
joo which, had I the combined 
talents of all the physiologists that 


the other. I tear that no 
ofthis young “Trafalgar 


st Macenvre, | adopt some other trade, The pabli- 


cations of such invemions (if inven-— 
tions they can be called) are really a 
satire upon the profession. Mr. Ren- 
nie’s treatise, on “‘high feeding” in. 
pthnonary disease, is indeed a very 
original article, and 1 shonld expect 
from this specimen that the writer 
would be equally siugular in bis 
nions upon any other subject which 
might discass. Shoald not beef and 
mititton fir? a place in the next edi- 
tion of that most abominable of all 
bovks, Dr. Duxcan'’s Dispensatory ? 
Passing over the ** Reviews” as inva- 
luable property, I find a series of 
aphorisms, on “ predisposition to dis- 
ease,” by Dr. Parry. Without any 
intention to detract from the merits 
of a man of whom I have heard 
so nitch, I must confese, that tis 
sententions observations are either 
too common-place te add to my know- 
ledge or too sulilime for my com 
hension. The wpshot of his hundred 
and eleven op ere comes to this, 
that all the circumstances by w 
we are surrounded in this world te 
to sow in our systems the seeds of that 
disease which we must sooner or 
later perish—a traism that required’ 
little talent to establish, and for whi 
when demonstrated, no remedy, bn 
a total reformation in modern man- 
nets, could be offered. I perceive 
that Mr. Betcwer is determined, like 
many others, to spent! one hatf of bis 
life in writing what be learned during 
will come 
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pretty birds” good 
in periodicals, as it does in natural 


of ali medica] journals. But, alas! 
the mechanical far exceeds the mental 
execution of the work, and your new 


Are 
poy of your own breeding, 
or imported to improve the existing 


race? I am most anxions to know 


traces ot a new hand in the open- 
articles, Was it not ungrateful 


and 


you have follewed the tenor of my in- 
structions. But at your ingratitade 
I am not surprized, after the nianner 
ia. which you threaten to deal with 


leet Mrs. Giasse’s for 
making hare soup, | suppose; that 
sapient lady tells you * first 


nate as to catch the hare, how cap you 
make good soup? Will the mere fact 
of your pronouncing a cat a good 
hare give the soup the flaveur of this 
delicious animal? Never; cat-flesh 
would be so still, thongh Cavier him- 
self called it hare: mutate nomine de te 
fabula narratur; the Repository will, 
therefore, remain the same, 
itscolour and appearance be 


Who | Think you, however, that these tawdry 


ornaments, in which you have swathed 
our moribund patient, will infuse new: 
vigour inte its exhausted system? 
Impossible; though you were te trans— 
fer the tints of the rainbow inte the 
cover of the Repository, or embetiish 
it with all the care that a follower of 
Mahomet embiazons the sacred volhme 
of the Keran, it would be all to ue 
i the fabric that sup- 
ported 3e gandy appendages 
mained unsoand,—* nimiam erede 
colori,” James, “ alba ligastra ca~ 
dunt, vaccinia nigra leguotur.” All 
these decorations are, therefore, 
thrown away, and only remind the 
8 ot a painted se 
or the farewell offerings of a parent 


; |Strewed upon the tomb of the object 


of its affection. 

Want of space prevents me from 
examining minately the body of the 
pwork itself, bat from a glance at the 


Correspo 
wmve used to call your 


your “ Original 
whom you 


contents, I fear they are on the wrensg 
side of mediocrity. As to expect ta- 
from closet comp ositi un of Unis 


seems intent “ mach esteemed friends,’’ and by all 
world that he hees of 
aad that he has served i editorial coaxing. No doubt itis weil 
done to get shut of these libellers of 
common-sense and the healing art, 
the 
to 
lny~ 
aGpium not been used? It of 
neral practice ia Dublin to give sell- 
for 80 many years. I 
not perfectly understand how you 
to make it reputable to appear im 
urnal in which, from your own 
fession, it was a «disgrace to be 
| printed; or how, in future, insertion 
new Repository is a matter of less | your hare, then skin it,” &c. Now, 
difficulty than I was led to cxposs | Semen, it you should not be so fortu- 
from your former pompous anaoance- | 
ment. It looks weil, I own, in its new 
= the Repository wonls be the 
associates, Connoly aad Co., are tar 
surpassed by your paper-stainer. 
are these two gentlemen, James, I : 
of them, im order to be 
ppreciate the compliments | 
lavish on them in the | 
I first imagined, that the | 
of these names to the firm | 
vy “an innocent device” of 
i fertile genins, until I discovered 
you to have adopted the friendly | 
Suggestions of my former |etter, 
neither take me into partnership, nor 
acknowledge the services I rendered | 
you. There is no denying the fact 
even tothe destruction of the “snake " | 
| 
| 
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Mant, Goat ic quite out of the question, 
and I am grieved to say, that the man- 
ner of your new workmen makes no 
recompense for the absence of infor- 
mation. Indeed I have always ob- 
served, that the best written articles 
‘were those which contained the most 
practical knowledge, and you may 
take it a: a general rule in estimating 


the value of such productions, that | i 


when you find the manner the 
snatter will be so too. That first arti- 
cle is an instance in point—‘‘ The 
art of ing deseases !" In 
the name of Hippecrates, what did the 
author of that misnomered tract, in 
which there is neither art nor nature, 
Propose to himself by writing upov 


? Did he flatter him- |i 


such a subject 
self that by sach drivelling, he wonld 
inform the young or make the old 
wiser? The “ Art of detecting dis- 
ease!” a very fascinating name in- 
deed—to teach by verbal description 
the manner in which Cooper discovers 
an obscure disease—No, no, James, 
impessible ; Sir Astley himself could 
not reduce into words that complica- 
tion of thinking aud touching by 
which he detects the nature of a dis- 
ease. What folly then to attempt im- 
ties? For the love then you 


rime, which I hope bas not been 
essened by any little symptoms of 


jealousy that may appear in this let- 
ter, do, James, give the author of this 
article my compliments, and tell him 
to choose his subject more judiciously 
the next time. He may be a very 
worthy kind of gentleman, but—non 
omnia possumus omnes. Salmonius 
made a noise, but did not thander— 
may your new associate have the good 
sense to profit by the moral of the 
fable. A certain want of character 
renders it extremely difficult to dis- 
tinguish the compositioas of one infe- 
rior writer from another, so that I may 
be in error in attributing the next ar- 
ticle to the same hand. However, such 
a mistake can make no difference, 
since they are both conceived and 
executed in a similar manner. “ A 
history of Theories!” What an age 
we live in; you might as well have 
geen us a history of the fogs of Lon- 
since the year one. To talk 
over a theory of Stahl, or 


any man's theory, argues either 
atupidity Are not all 


or madnesr. re 


might be made very amusing, t 
not instructive, but, as aa 


apparatus 
reer) in a fair way of being 
dislocated excessive oscita- 
i For me to notice the remain- 
portion of the Repository would 
be unnecessary, as I presume yor 
will have the advice of THe Lancet on 
that head. Indulge me for one mo- 
ment more ; would you believe it, the 
Royal College of Su-geons in Ireland 
have at length, like yourself, heark- 
ened to advice. No later than 
yesterday, the plans of a 
Library and a Museum, for which 
7000/. have been voted by that body, 
and if the building be executed ac- 
cording to the designs, it will, I as- 
sure you, be not the least conspic 
amongst the many beautiful stractures 
which ornament our city. I have too 
much magnanimity to indulge, James, 
in the insolence of triumph; but the 
fact of the London Medical Reposi- 
tory and the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in Ireland having been new- 
faced in 1825, at the suggestion of an 
anonymous writer, was too strange an 
occurrence to be over in si- 
lence. I intend, however, to move, 
at the next Quarterly Meeting, that 
the new Museum aud Library be in- 
scribed with the name of THe Lancer, 
that future ages may know the hist 
of their origin—a resolation which 
am sure Mr. Todd will have no ob-~ 
jection to second. Deeply impressed 
with the spirit of that benign annan- 
ciation of the Gospel which informs. 
us that there is joy in heaven for the 
repentance of sinners, [ stall conclude 
by imitating the example, in ex- 
pressing my cordial approbation of 
this redeeming act of the College, 
and assuring you that I am, both 
sl aad ever yours, 


i 

! | theories, past, present, and to come, 

| voted a downright bore by 

consent? The theory, 1 grant you, 

hough 

your 

ot be 

1 tolerated by “‘ gods or men.” The 

|only purpose to which such aériab 

if : structures can be profitably applied 

j sin filling up the unfrequented recess- 

es of a library. On no account there- 

: fore, let your helpmate resame that 

| subject in the same grave manner, 

i for by another such specimen of 


MEDICAL MAUSOLEUM. 
“ We pr’ythee tell us (CopLanp) how 
dost thou find the inclination of the 
_ people, especialiy of the younger 
sort?” PERICLES,. ~ 
Aworusr splendid memento of Cop-. 
LaNnp’s glory has issued from the 
—an eighteen-mouths’ series of 
lucubrations has suddenly ter- 
minated, and Acheron rolls over ano- 
ther of his bantlings. Fuit Ilium, 
Carthage and Palmyra are no more, 
and, alas the day! the Medical Man- 
soleum is closed for ever to its guon- 
ors, who, because the 
profession have ceased to encourage 
the “cemetery,” are abandoned and 
abused by their blundering friend, the 
high-priest of “ the Decad.” Is this 
kind, James? Hast thou discover- 
ed all at once, or have we shown thee, 
that thy “* numerous and able cor. 
respondents” * are nothing less than 
«* young and inexperienced men, vain, 
ambitious, and impatient’”’;+ and that 
their “‘ communications,” instead of 
having placed thy “ work high 
amongst the medical prodactions of 
the age,’ form nothing more than an 
accumulation of printed records (who 
caused them to be printed, Jemmy ?) 
of little value?” Well done, “ prin- 


* “The Editors feel they must 
look, as heretofore, to the numerous 
and able Correspondents of the work, 
whose communications have placed it 
80 high amongst the medical produc- 
tions of the age”! }!—Address to the 
Faculty on the commencement of a 
new Series. Jan. 1824. 


t “ The publication of cases of lit- 
tle importance offers temptations (what 
temptations, Copland?) to young and 
inexperienced men, which the vain, 
the ambitious, and the impatient can 
seldom Preface 
to another New Series!" July 1825. 
How can the young gentlemen who 
have contributed to the last three 
volumes of the Repository get out of 
this? Eh! Jemmy. 

t “ A consequent lation of 

ted of little value.”— 
. C.’s Preface, loco citate. Was there 
ever such a principal Editor as thie? 
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cipal Editor,” prince of blunderers ; 
thou hast, indeed, what was 
expected trom thee,” and rather more, 
we presume, than thy ** young and 
imexperienced” contributors bargain- 
ed for! But, perhaps, thou wilt ex- 
tenuate, in the language of the poet, 
———— Insanus quid emin Ajax 
Fecit cum stravit ferro pecus ?———- 
Quid ego? 

Verily, friend James, you have 
“* leaned considerably to the indulgent 
side,” and it is very fortunate that. 
“ the business of life will hardly leave” 
the obliged parties time to thank 
you * for such an act of ingrati- 


tade"!* The riment,”’ we 
beg » * the original - 
ment,” will henceforth be confined 


* within narrower limits—insertion 
will imply selection”—will be con- 
sidered a decided acknowledgment,” 
(Why, what have you been doing ail 
this time, CopLanp?) and a sort of 
passport to immortality! The stand- 
ard of admission is fixed at the speci- 
fic gravity of lead, and nothing less 
than a pig of that precious metal can 
be received. 

It is somewhat strange, however, 
that our friend CopLaNnp should have 
blundered on so long, especially as 
he told as, a year a half ago, 
(didn’t you, James?) that “ conscience 
(what is conscience, James?) will be~ 
tray the defects of the scientific as 
well as the moral delinquent,” + and 
certainly a recent favours 
the conclusion. 


* “ Altogether to exclude commu- 
nications would be no less than an act 
of ingratitude to such valued contri- 
butors.”—Preface. He next goes on 
to say, that “ young and inexperien- 
ced men” have published cases in the 
Repository ; that they cannot ‘‘ re- 
sist” doing so, &c. &c. And cui bono. 
It is rather too mach for an Editor, 
when unsuccessful, to blame his corre- 
spondents, who have done ail they can 
to support him. 


+ “ Want of confidence bespeaks 
ot her and more important deficiencies ; 
for conscience will betray the defects 
of the scientific as well as the moral 
delinquent.” —Address to tie Faculty, 


but, for the benefit of our readers, we 
shall inform them, that ** these limits” 
have lately extended to no more than 
Six Or seven pages, comprising, as the 
mag tells us himself, “ an.accumula- 
tian of printed reeords of little value.” 
To narrow “ the limits” of these “ ill 
a ded and worse coucocted’’ things, 

like shooting a dead man; for who 
does not perceive the Doctor's artifice ? 
Is it not a complete counterpart to 
the fable of the fox and the grapes? 


fe “ cases were of little importance,” 
—his “‘ printed records of little va- 
lue”—his * limits narrower” (for a 


Jan. 1424. According to this, then, 
Cortanp never wanted confidence till 
the first of July instant, at which time 
his “ conscience betraved either the 
scientific or moral delinguent.” This 
is proved, or he would still have con- 
tinned ia bis old routine, and not 
have comm d another “ so soon to 
fal’!!! Tue Bawcer is the thing. 
Nothing destroys confidence half so 
soon. What think you, James? Why, 
aecording to your own showing, you 
never had a conscience till we took you 
in hand ! 

* €ommmniecations may be address- 
JC. 


op 
Discere, et andire, et meliori cre- 
dere non vis? 


ANALYSIS OF FOREIGN MEDICAL JOUR- 
NALS. 
ARCHIVES GENERALES, 


Clinical Observations, tending to prove 


rusal of our readers the following pa- 

per; as it ig cateulated to remove 

many of the existing prejudices rela- 
development ef the 


tive to the mind, 
medium of the brain. The 
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Now, friend Corian, aithough we|:very obvious reason)—and that many 
have for some time past theught fit| things are * a disadvantage to the 
ta criticise: both your own and your | medical his assist- 
original communications,” and al-| ance. ell said, Edi- 
though it is stil an opinion that (bed! tor,” come forth trumpet thy 
as the latter were) they were quite} deeds ; tell the pnblic what thou hast 
goed enongh for any work which you! been doing, and, as thon art wont, be 
L might edit, we are pot disposed to | sure to tell them nothing that they do 
let you pass so easily on the prescnt| net already know. Teil more, 
occasion, (which may, perhaps, be | if thow can’ st, most erndite 
: the Jast,) knowing, as we do, the so-/| tell them, not valy what thow hast 
done, but what thon hast promised to. 
, and the actual reasons whieh | do, and you cannot fail to procure the: 
have compelled you to alter your| applaase of all the “ best judges of 
; plan. You say, sir, you shall eonfine | your editorial condact.” The green- 
: * the original departwent within nar- | grocers and tobaeconists will, as usual, 
r rower limits.” What do you mean,! land thee to the skies ! 
+ James? Your readers, probably, have| One word at patting, James; (since 
- the Repositories by them, and can see| you are snch a stickier for honesty /) 
what “ the limits” have been, which! we would earnestly entreat not. 
are now proposed to be “* narrowed ;” | to with the Medics) 
and Scie Journals of Great Bri-- 
tain,” which can-neither redoand to 
your interest nor your credit, or 
| prove either * serviceable or accept- 
. | able” to your readers (if you have: 
|any); and do not pretend to show 
reading in Greek, by 
| words from the Clavis Homerica 
| Seapula’s Lexicon, or rest assured you 
| will mot be able to reflect on your 
labours “* without shame, sorrow, or 
regret.” 
- ™ Printed records of \ittle valine’ — 
Ne crres ea, que stalt? miraris et 
“ decided acknowledgment”—* cases 
of little importance,” &e. &c. quoth 
4 7 . this Bulktrode* Doctor; as if the 
| thatthe loss of Speech, in many cases, 
| depends upon a lesion of « part of the 
| firming the opimon . GALL, on 
| “organs of artifi¢ial language. 
i | We strongly recommend to the pe- 


We cannot allow this notion to have, 


trath renology, as the w 
cases “an show. Having premised 
these few remarks, we proceed to 
the substance of the paper re- 


referable toa disease of the brain. As 
to cerebral inflammation and cerebral 
compressiou, the one producing spas- 
modie movements, the other paralysis, 
niore or less extensive. It is rather 
i that M. Frevwens has sai 
in his work on the ** Properties o 
the Nervous System,” that the brain 
has direct i infla- 


or indirect 
ence on the muscular action. If the 
mass of facts al adduced are not 


‘ f that it must perform an 
part in the divers acts 
mascular power performs ; 
jact, this trath will never be con- 


of| will become extremely 


of marry 
‘movemente ; it femains yet 
to deterntine, if the different parts of 
which the brain is composed ‘have 
not eech under their influence: some 


are not many 


a 

the next object. 
of a plurality of the cerebral organs 
ble, or, 
rather, strictly demonstrable. It is 
thus, for example, that a paralysis 

a superior or inferior extremity 
sometimes seen, attendant on disease 
of a determinate portion of the cerebral 


mass. 
Tt ‘has been long since 
that the disease ot the anterior part 
the lobes of the brain pardlysed the 
hind legs of animals aad the extremi- 
ties of man, and that the disease of 
the superior part of the same lobes 
paralysed the fore legs, and the 
r extremities of man. Very lw 
they have endeavoured to show 
the striated and medullary substances 
situated in the anterior lobe, preside 


| over the movenients of the leg ; like- 


wise that the white substance, the 
fibres of which terminate at ‘this 
lexus, that is to say, the posterior 
lobe, over that of the arm. It would 
be erroneous to suppose that the limbs 
should be the only parts for the 
movements-of which there exists in 
the eneephaleon a jar centre. 
It is thus, in short, with all the ov- 
gans endowed with voluntary motion; 
a as the tongue, the eye, and 


I shall confine myself (continues the 
Dector)to the influence of the brain 
on the movements of the to: 
sidered as the instrument~ 


ring with it in predacing this grand 
phenomenon. I cannot conceive 


prove, that the 
tongue and its associated organs, in 
the act of speech, can be paralysed 

j that is to say, without 
other parts participating in that af- 


fection at the same time; and ‘that 
can the free exercise of 


pursue 
there powers, whilst other parts, the 
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beyond a doubt, 
the brain is parti- 
in what nray be 
rtant a faculty as 
If it be 
@ greater or less| particelar office ; to find out, if there 
in this part of the | EN cerebral nervous centres 
lone faculty, can any 
other — of the 
brain being the media of other facul- 
ties, thus constituting a plurality 
nate to the intellectual, | 
téndency, the mind itself not being 
which it is to : 
display itself. 
Pathologieal researches furnish ad- | 
terred to :— 
There is no physician, of any prac. 
tree, who has not had frequent 
tunities of observing the different er- 
rors ¢f the locomotive fanctiens to be — 
ing will easily prove it. A great | 
mumber of the movements of the body 
are regulated by the jadgment ; and 
will not M. Fieurens himself admit,| and to these other muscles concur- 
aud intelligence. Besides, it is only 
necessary to take a general glance of | it has not before been inculeated, that 
the anatomical conucxion of the| the movements of the organs of 
brain with the spinal marrow to con- | speech depend patently ona part 
cp of the encephaion. To demonstrate 
by any one whe has collected 
namber of observations of ccre+ 
| 
ttt is not enough to know, in a 
general uranger, that the brain is 
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for example, are of 
The first point will be to dis- 
nervous centre which parti- 
the mechanism of 


Catherine Thirion, aged 44, of a 
sanguineous constitution, suddenly 
lost her speech on the 10th of De- 
cember, 1822; some time after which 
she ae ted herself at the Hospital 
Cochin. She anderstood perfectly all 
that was said to her, but could not 
utter a single word. She expressed 
her ideas correctly by writing, by 
which it was ascertained that she 
suffered pain in the forehead. Irri- 


tated by being dumb, she grew im- 
patient; gesticulafed with vehe- 
mence, and even shed tears. This 
woman after having been bled copi- 
ously, recovered, in the course of a 
few days, the free exercise of her 
speech. 


CASE IT. 


A-woman, aged 54, suddenly lost 
hef speech on the Ist of November, 

r days 6 ently. com- 
jane ee all that was said to her ; 

ut, on endeavouring to answer, she 
could only produce some inarticulate 
sounds, a confused noise like to that 
which is produced by the deaf and 
dumb. At the same time, she gesticu- 
lated with much vivacity, and soon 
got impatient when she saw she could 
not be understood ; she pointed to her 
tongue, raised her shoulders, and 
slunk under the clothes. Her gaiety, 
however, was not altered, for she 
langhed with all. The movements of 


tongue necessary to other acts 
that of speech. 


sions, which lasted from 10 to 25 mi- 
nutes, the patient was forced to bend 
his head wards, could not speak, 
although he retained his recollection. 
He expressed his desires by gestures | 
of the right hand. The pain in 
head was deep-seated behind the su- 
perciliary ridges. These three cases 
decidedly prove, that paralysis of the 
organs of can exist alone, in- 
dependently of any other organs. It © 
would be useless to offer others, as 
almost all practitioners have had oc- 
casion to observe many such cases. 
Since the movements of the organs of 
speech can be aunihilated, whilst all 
the others remain, it evidently and 
necessarily follows, that both are 
not under the influence of one and 
the same nervous centre, and that 
the first has one that especially be- 
longs to it, 

From the ebservations made 
myself, says M. as w 
as from those by other authors, I think 
it is in the anterior lobes of the brain 
that the nervous principle already 
disenssed resides. This I shall en- 
deavour to prove in the second part 
of this paper. 


Second Part—Ti« cerebral Nervous 
Centre, which presides over the move- 
ments of the Organs of Speech, has 
its seat in the anterior lobes of the, 
Brain. i 

If such be the case, it is evident, that 

to render an animal dumb, it is only 

necessary to deprive it of the anterior 
portion of its brain. But here, ex- 
perimental physiology, that fruitfal 
source of so many valuable discove- 
ries, cannot be called to our aid. In- 
deed, man is the only animal that 
really enjoys, in all its richness, the 
noble privileges of speech, (and cer- 
tainly it is not one of his least prero- 

tives,) so that man is even sacred and 
aviolable from experimental physio- 
logy. What shall be done then to re- 
solve the important problem before 
us? Alas! diseases, which are ex- 
periments made on mau by Nature 


i 
84 
limbs, CASE ML 
motiou M. D., of a lymphatico-nervous 
; cover t habit, received, in 1808, a violent con- 
cularly tusion of the head, From it periodi- 
speech. cal pains in the head resulted for a 
That the influence of a certain part | long time after, which very much ia- 
1 of the Of proved om to the | creased in 1817. During the acces- 
" organs iy by some obser- 
ps. paralysis of these 
organs. 
CASE I. 
| 
| 
the tongue were easily* performed, as 
were the motions of the extremities, 
and the skin had lost nothing of its 
sensibility. 
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herself, are not less ingenious in their 
inds, "or operation, than the most 


and other ptoms of a cerebral 
affection; at her admission, she pre- 
ted a sort of profound stapidiy, 


k 
skilful physiologists; di > still 
more cruel than experimental physio- 
, farnish us with bat too many 
for the solution of this qnes- 
tion. How often does not Nature de- 
stroy, by disease, the functions appro- 
cory to the anterior portion of the 

a: 

Now, admitting for a moment that 
this ealege of the brain is really, as 
has n before proposed, the seat 
of the nervous principle presiding 
oyer the movements ef the organ of 
speech, it must follow, according to 
this hypothesis, that in every case 
where the anterior lobes are affected, 
the speech must also be equally and 
reciprocally affected ; and more than 
this, the speech must remain, when 
other parts than the anterior lobes are 
diseased, Let us call facts to our 
support, and see if our opinion is 

it on a sure foundation. 

Before proceeding farther, it will 
be proper to remark, that two out of 
the three cases before mentioned have 
died, and on making the post mortem 
examination, the appearances per- 
fectly coincided with the prediction ; 
in one, the anterior lobe,-at the part 
which corresponds to the orbitar ridge, 
was reduced to the consistence of puru- 
tent matter ; and in the other, the ouler 
and fore part of the anterior lobe was 
entirely softened, where was also per- 
ceived two little effusions of blood. 
With respect to the other case, as we 
had the pleasure of curing her, we 
could not obtain any examination. 

We now come to some new con- 
siderations, J shall first present (says 
M. Bourttarp) these cases in which 
the lesion occupied the anterior lobes; 
these will constitute positive argument 
in favour of the doctrine, and after- 
wards produce those in which the 
disease oceupied other parts of the 
constituting the negative proofs. 


Cases of loss or of alteration of speech, 
attendant on disease of the anterior 
lobes of the brain. 


CASE Iv, 


Adelaide Renaufe, aged 49, of a 
very robust habit, was brought to the 
Hospital Cochin, on the 28th of Octo- 
ber, 1822; for a long time she had ex- 
perienced pain in the frontal region, 


being able only to articulate a few 
went the power of doing which 
gradually decreased, and on the fol- 
lowing morning she died. On exami- 
tion of the brain, the anterior lobe of 
the right hemisphere was found soft- 
ened in its whole extent, and so much 
altered, that the cineritious and 
medullary substances were 
together into a pultaceous mass. 
CASE V. 
Francois Rutard, 
mitted into the same Hospital on the 
17th of Jannary, 1822, with a cerebral 
affection, attended with such own! 
of speaking, taat notwithstanding 
his efforts he could scarcely pro- 
nounce a word ; he could only repeat 
the last words of phrases addressed 
to him, and grew impatient at 
being able to answer: after a few 
months he died. The dissection of the 
body brought to view, towards the 
anterior third of the left hemisphere 
of the brain, a tumour the size of an 
egg, of the consistence of boiled albu- 
men, interspersed by some clots of 
blood, and containing some drops of 


liquid.* 
CASE VI. 

Guillaume Lechevalier was admit- 
ted into the infirmary of Bicetre, on 
the 2d of May 1823. He had been 
treated for a disease, which was re- 
garded as a chronic softening of the 
brain ; he gradually grew worse, 
he could not express his ideas but 
with the greatest difficulty, and to 
judge from the efforts to express him- 
self, and by his gestures, it would ap- 
pear that he knew what he ought to 
say, but that he could not find words to 
do so, Many times he would call a 
coat a button, and make many such 
mistakes. This man died some short 
time afterwards. On examination of 
the braiz, the anterior part of the left 
hemisphere was found greatly altered, 
indurated and of a yellowish tint ; the 
right hemisphere healthy. IC appears 


59, was ad- 


* Peut-étre, dans ce cas, l'altera. 
tion de la parole tenoit-elle autant 3 
la lesion du cervean consideré comm: 
organe de l'intelligence, qu’ a celle 


ce méme viscére consideré comme 
centre de mouvemens muscylaires. 


| 


86 


here, says M. B., as in the precedi 
coum, that the intellectual part te 
which we fix upon words to represent 
our ideas.had undergone a derange- 
ineot which to produce the 
symptomsdescribed. 

ree other cases.are given'to the 
same effect as the preceding. 


Cuses of Disease of other parts of the 
Brain than the Anterior 
presereatiowof ‘the Speech, 

Four cases are\related,in which pa- 
ralysis .of the limbs was present, the 
anterior of the lobes being quite free 
from disease, whilat the other pacts 
were more or less injured, the head 
atthe same time continuing perfectly 
upimpaired, 


ar contraction. In rejecting this 
doctrine, how can we account for 
stammering, or fer damtmess in men, 
and the. absence of speech in all ani- 
mals, phenomena coinciding with all 
the force.and perfection of other mus- 
a ity of organs all this can 
readily conceived. If asked, for ex- 
ample, why lower animals do not 
speak? we showid nat reply, as with 
certain naturalists—that it is because 
they have not organs conveniently 
disposed for the articulation of sounds, 
but should rather say, these animals 
ave deprived of speech because na- 
ture has refused to them that internal 
structute, the cerebral centre, which 
regulates the movements whereby 
man expresses, by means of words, 
the operation of his intellect. Man 
himself, in the first season of his exist- 
ence, does not enjoy the inestimable 
privilege of speech. Yet the tongue 
and Tips exercise their movements 
with perfect liberty; as is seen in 
suckling, swallowing, &c. And wh 
this? Because the movement whic 
produces speech and those of suction, 
deglutition are not 
the same nervons power ; because the 
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one, as to intellectual 
lite, requires ed ion, whilst the 
other, purely instinctive, stands ‘iv 
need of no such assistance. 

What is still further rematkable fa, 
that many persons ‘who have Tost 
the power of speech, ‘have still Fons 
served the fa of expressing their 
ideas and sentiments, by other means, 
as hy writing, gestures, and so on. 
And iu some individuals gesticulation 
has become so active t it miglit 
even be called the language of 
ture. Since then this exists when 
tat of specth is suspenited or de-' 
stroyed, it follows then the two modes» 
of expression are, to a certain extent, 
incependent of each other, and that” 
they derive their power from differ- 
ent sources. ‘These details, in my 
opinion, (continues M. Bovitrary,) 
show, that the nervous principle which 
directs the movements of speech te- 
sides in the anterior lobes of the brain ; 
from whence it follows, that in the 
same part onght to be seated, not on 
the organ of memory, but the organ 
languare, of which verbal 
memory forms only a part. 

From these reeante will appear, 
st, that the brain performs an essen- 
tial in the mechanism of a great 
number of movements: it regulates 
all those which are under the contro? 
of the understanding and will. 

2dly, Thereexists in the brain many 
special organs, each of which has un- 
der its infiaence particular moscular 
movements. or te 

Sadly, The movements organs 
of speech, inparticwlar, are regalated 
by a special cerebral centre, whieh 
the anterior lobes of the’ 


athly, The ‘loss of speech depends — 
sometimes upon the loss of memory 
of words, and sometimes upon a loss 
of the muscalar movements by which 
speech is prodaced, or, what is per- 
haps the same thing, sometimes 
thedisease of the greyand sometimes 
from the white substances of the ante- 
rior lobes. 

Such are the conelusions arrived at 
by M. Bourtrarp respecting the situ- 
ation of the organ artificial lan- 
guage, which confirm, as far at they 
go, the opinion before entertained by 
(Doetors Srvazwem and GALL. 


i 
3 
f Having now shown, by facts, that 
a the\ organs of the muscular move- 
a ments in general spring from differ- 
emt-eerebral centres, we can easily 
4 explain amass of phenomena which, 
. uatil pow, has greatly embarrassed 
physiologists, and which reo 
gether inexplicable, if the idea of a 
| the phenomenon of ninsea 
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BLEEDING HOSPITAL PA- 
TIENTS. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE NIP- 
PLE SHIELD. 


‘To the Editor of Tne Lancer. 

Sin,—I beg leave to suggest to you 
an imprevement of that useful little 
instrument, the “ Nipple Shield, or 
Sackling Assistant,” by which it will 
be rendered more perfect and simple 
in its constraction, and, I trust, mach 
easier in the application, as well as 
mach cheaper in price, so that the 
poorest sufferers may avail themselves 
aid. 

principal objection to its pre- 
sent form is, the di y of sewing 
on the teats so close as to create a 
vacuum by the sucking of the infant. 
The teats shrink withont extreme 
care, so as not to reach and coverthe 
little heles ; another objection is, the 
press trouble of applying and manag- 
ng the teats by maceration alternately 
ia water and sp‘rits. 

To obviate these objections, I sng- 
gest, that instead of the little holes to 
sew on the teats, an elevated rim 
should be formed on the ontside near 
the x, to tie them on; the vacunm 
will then be more perfect, and if the 


rim be made near to the end or point | titioner should avoid giving 
of the shield, the teats, if shrnnk and| tient annecessary pain ; 


contracted, may still be useful, or a 
bit of soft 1 would auswer the 
same purpose ; indeed, I am firmly of 
Opinion, that if the shield were made 
a little more pointed, and a smooth 
rim near the end to receive the lips of 
the child, that the teats may be dis- 
pensed with entirely. 

It appears to me, that the most 


suitable composition for them would | spect 


be strong double flint! glass, which [ 
doubt not would support the atmo- 
spheric pressure. They might be con- 
structed at.a trifling expense, would 
be applied with case, aud kept clean 
without trouble. The wooden shields 
pace. 1 think, be next in utility and 


If these opinions have not been an- 
ticipated, or too. hastily formed, and 
the perfection of this useful invention 
he practicable, [ shall be gratified in 
the prospect of rendering that most 
itaportant of maternal duties, the 
suckling of infants, less pxinful and 
igksome than it has heretofore been, 

H. B. Turner, 
Apotheeary to the Norwich 


June 27. 


To the Editor of Tan Lancer. — 
Sin,—In perusing yeur mach ad- 
mired Journal, nothing affords me 
more solid gratification than the en- 
thusiasm with which you defend the 
cause of hospital discipline ; your se- 
veral observations have, in many in- 
stances, been productive of a 
consequences ; aad although the ev 
occasioned by the many glaring in- 
stances of neglect on the part of sur- 
geons, connecied with the various in- 
stitutions in the metropolis, are not 
yet entirely eradicated, nevertheless, 
I trust, by a steady perseverance in 
the pian you have adopted (that of 
exposing unpardonable errors) will, 
in the result, crown your laudable 
and humane efforts with the happiest 
success. 

The following remarks may appear 
insignificant to the unfeeling tribe, 
but every candid mind mast admit 
they are deserving serious considera- 
tion. The ancient ana modern sur- 
geons have informed us, that in every 
operation, however trivial, A ped 

is pa-. 
en t 
maxim is violated, the only execnase 
must be want of feeling, or anatomi- 
calignorance. 1 witnessed a circum- 
stance, a short time siuce, in which 
both prevailed; it is customary for 
the physicians of St. George's, as I 
believe it to be at other Hospitals in 
London, to direct their patients to 
be bled by the dressers of their re- 
surgeous. The cirengstance 
I tere allnde to, is onein which a pa- 
tient was desived to be bled from the 
jugular vein; the dresser not 
able to discover this vessel, behav 
in a manner that entitles iim to much 
praise ; he referred the case to the 
House Surgeon. Here I cannot avoid 
passing the severest censure oa the 
last named individnal, who, in 
obeying the dictates of his duty, sent. 
a pupil, remarkable for his puppyism 
and ignorance, to perform the opera- 
tion. He tad the presemption, con- 
trary to the sgision of three or four 
well intormed young men, who hap- 
pened to come in at the time, to se- 
lect a spot, remote indeed from the 
course of the vein; ho piwag-d me 
Jancet in, but no blood followed t he 


" 


su. 
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} a gentleman present, see- 
his deficiency in anatomical know- 
ge, directly made a little pressure 
the course of the vein and imme- 
diately opened it, to the great satis- 
faction the poor patient and all 
nt. Itis with deep regret, Mr. 
itor, I daily witness the event of 
the sick poor being placed in the hands 
of inexperienced boys, who are allow- 
ed to proceed according to the dic- 
tates of their shallow information. 
What I have related, Sir, are facts, 
and trast you will find a small space 

in your columns for their insertion. 

Iam, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
VERITAS. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF SUR- 
GEONS. 


To the Editor of Puc Lancer. 


LETTER 2. 


Str,—It has often been observed 
“ that arbitrary power, vested in the 
hands of a few, should always be re- 
garded with distrust, in order to pre- 
vent tyranny and usurpation.” Many of 
your readers are not, perhaps, aware, 
that the Court of Examiners, and As- 
sistants of the College of Surgeons, 
have for some ages past obtained this 
supreme power from the legislature. 
That self-nominated junta, consisting 
of twenty-one persons, who fill up all 
vacancies in their own body, can com- 
pel bet®éen five and six thousalid of 
the members, at large, to conform to 
laws in the making of which they 
have not any representation. The 
author of the Spirit of Laws, when 

aking of aristocracy, observes, 
“ that the senators ought not by any 
means to have the right of naming 
their own members, for this would be 
the only way to perpetuate abuses.” 
The truth of this observation is well 
exemplified in the mal-administration 
of affairs at the Royal College of 
Surgeons. 
ben we explore the annuals of this 
College, we find that foi'mer Courts, 
like the present one, with the ex- 
ception of one or two individuals, 
have never been distinguished cither 
for talent or extensive acquirements. 


And it will be a lasting disgrace, that 
John Hunter, whom they now laud to 
the skies, was never, during his life- 
time, chosen one of the Examiners. 
We can discover, at all periods of their 
history, the same neglect of means 
for the advancement of science, the 
same selfishness and insolent arro- 
gance, and, if we look at the events of 
last year, we shall perceive that the 
system is unaltered. The spirit which, 
in the sixteenth century, produced the 
law, that dead bodies should not be 
dissected out of the precincts of the 
corporation, was the parent, in the 
nineteenth century, of the not less 
monstrous regulation, that the cer- 
tificates of a lecturer should not be 
recognised, unless he be a Hospital 
surgeon, 

hat reason can be adduced in fa- 
vour of this last regulation? Is it 
that aman is not qualified to teach the 
structure of the hnman body, and the 
rudiments of his profession, without 
he has paid, as an apprentice fee, 
some five hundred or a_ thousand 
guineas? and gone through the farce 
of translating Cicero to a Court, of 
whose members few can read even 
the title page ? 

It is difficult to dispel the mists of 
prejudice, when supported by splendid 
titles, and high sounding numes. Sir 
Astiey Cooper, from whom we ex- 
pect all that is just, fair, and honour- 
able, is to be found among the guar~- 
diaus of our dignity and welfare. 
Does he support the present system ? 
As surgeon to the King, he is, ex 
officio, an Examiner. With such ex- 
ceptions, in a College properly con- 
stituted, the fellows at large have a 
right to elect and be elected. And 
this, asin the present case, is more 
especially necessary, where the elect- 
od bavd the sole command of an enor- 
mous revenue. I willingly subscribe 
with your correspondent, H.M., and 
protest against the name of * col- 
lege’ under the existing circumstances. 
I +» not accuse the Court of being pro- 
fuse in their expenditure, so far, at 
least, as the members at large and 
the public utility are concerned; but 
surely there are some grounds for sus- 

icion where no statement is pub- 
ished, and where the Court appoints 
its own auditors! All the officcs are 
comprehended under the number 
twenty-one, Vingt-un, or twenty- 
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a game at cards, at which the 
er has the advantage; and he 
sometimes takes double stakes from 
all who stand the game! 

Brutus. 


COURT OF EXAMINERS, HOS- 


PITAL SURGEONS AND 
PUPILS. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sirn—To compliment you upon the 
talent displayed in Tar Lancer, and 
the utility of the publication, would 
only be to repeat the sentiments of one 
the most enlightened Judges, and one 
of the best of men this or any other 
country ever produced. I shall, there- 
fore, without apology, trouble you 
with a few remarks in common with 
other correspondents, being convinced 
that whatsoever is calculated to ex- 
pose corruption, and consequently cor- 
rect it, has ever been acceptable to 
Tae Lancer. I perceived with plea- 
sure the statement of several Students 
respecting the practice of different 
Hospitals, not that I rejoice in the 
shame of sach persons as are charged 
with a dereliction of duty to pupils 
and the hospitals, but reflect with 
pleasure that an injuared-pupil has an 
opportunity of expressing his senti- 
ments, either of gratitude or censure, 
in a manner likely to be felt by the 
persons alluded to, There are few 
gentlemen who are in the habit of 
walking (or running) throngh the 
hospitals, but are aware that the state- 
ments of the pupils are foanded upon 
trath; they are desirous of obtaining 
knowledge from practice as well as the- 
ory, and reasonably expect that the 
surgeons of hospitals will discharge the 
duty incumbent on them, by explain- 
ing the nature of diseases under their 
care. But the unfortunate pupil, on 
the contrary, finds that he can scarcely 
follow in the train of the surgeons, 
much less the progress of diseases or 
the result of their treatment, and at 
the present time, it appears a favour 
to permit a pupil to inspect their case 
books. It has been argued in behalf 
of these gentlemen, that the extent of 
their private practice rendered the 

tformance of their hospjtal duty 

mpossible, But to a man of honour 
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such a subterfuge would be repugnant 
to his 

The appointment to an hospital was 
considered, in former times, as an in- 
troduction to Fiver practice; bat 
experience will teach hdspital sur- 
geons of the present time how much 
they are intitled to private prectics by 
the popiect of the poor and afflicted, 
by a violation of an implied contract 
between the surgeons and their pupils, 
In adverting to the proceedings of 
the gentlemen before alluded to, I 
beg to except Mr. Lawrence and Mr. 
Gurtnare, who have, it appears, anin- 
fluenced by example or precept, inva- 
riably discharged their daty to their 
pupils and the hospitals to which they 
belong. The evil it appears originates 
in the College, and to such an extent 
as renders it difficult to say how far 
it is entitled to the appellation. It 
has been jastly observed by your corre- 
spondent H,M.that the narrow-minded 
principles, by which they appear to be 
actnated, must eventually lessen the 
managers in the estimation of every 
candid mind. I shall just observe a 
few particulars relative to the laws 
lately made and enforced by that bo- 
dy. The first law which excited some 
amusement and a certain degree of 
indignation was, that the members of 
the College should not presume to 
euter the College at the same door the 
managers had reserved for themselves, 
This measure appeared obnoxious 
from the circumstance of the mem- 
bers vot being convinced of the in- 
feriority of their rank, particalarly to 
the extent inferred by the examiners, 
viz. that they were unworthy to enter 
the College at the same door. 

This law might not have excited an 
other feeling but prry for the infirmi- 
ty of old age. But when act sne- 
ceeded act, all tending to degrade the 
profession and benefit the legislators, 
it is time to call upon these gentlemen 
to explain their conduct to the pro- 
fession and to render an account of 
the “‘deeds done inthe body.” The se- 
cond act of importabce appears to be 
calculated to prevent gentlemen teach- 
ing the principles of their profession, 
unless they are hospital surgeons. 
And the manner of electing surgeons 
to the Londen hospitals will effectu- 
ally prevent any person from deliver- 
ing Lectures on Anatomy and Sur- 
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gery, however splendid bis talents ‘be perused with a feeling of gratitnde 


may be, or however extensive his) and 
fortune. Thus, it is manifest, that by 
the prudential act of the Coilege they 
will secure to themselves, = their 
sons, and to their nephews, and 
their nieces’ husbands, the privilege 
future teaching anatomy ; and 
the wise legislators the benefit 
hospital practice, toge- 
with an equal distribution © 
arising from the examination of 
pupils. I have not mentioned the 
alterations respecting i 


what has been stated, that the su- 
preme government had not inforced a 
measure by depriving that 
bedy of its Charter. Several appli- 
eations have been nevertheless made |. 
to government to increase their power. 
But the government of Great Britain, 
ever alive to the interest and liberty 
of the subject, perceived the danger, 
and refused the request to enable them 
to compel al] practitioners of surgery 
to present themselves before the Col- 
for examination. At first sight 
this request appears reasonable, in as 
much as persons of the meanest capa- 
ast of a diploma frem the 
ege of Surgeons ; but there is 
more than meets the eye, and in con- 
firmation of this remark, I shall state, 
as nearly as my memory will enable 
me, the remarks in the Medical and 
Physical Journal upon the same sub- 
ject, which are as follows : “ We are 
personally acquainted with several of 
the examiners of the College, and for 
them we entertain respect; but we 
should be sorry to increase the power 
of afew individuals, in as much as 
the greatest talent might be frustrated. 
It is by no means unusual for students 
to cultivate practice among their 
; bat woe be to them, if their 
success reach the ears of the examin- 
ers, if such an addition to their power 
were granted.” I merely hope, Sir, 
you will continue the same examplary 
zeal in bebalt of the profession end the 
lic which has hitherto been mani- 
im your writings, and when time 
shall have consigned 
to that place wh 
turns, pages of Tne Lancet wilt 


Tam, yours truly, 
Lipertvs. 


EDINBURGH PHYSICIANS AND 
APOTHECA- 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Str,—As it imports much to the’ 
profession whether the laws for its 
protection be properly enforced, I 
venture to inquire by what means the 
legitimate part of the profession are 
to be secured from the daily increasing 
numbers of non-qualified persons, in 
the shape of Edinburgh physicians, 
and others who pretend to have been 
in business prior to the passing of the 
Act. 

Wi any of your correspondents 
suggest a plan for the cmelioration of 
an evil which ( from the little 
attention paid to it by the Apothe- 
caries’ Company) is becoming of vital 
importance to that class of the profes- 
sion | denominated “ general practition- 
ers.” In acircular letter which I have 
by me at this moment, I find the fol- 
Dre in the shape of 

Dr. T.’s attention is 
to obtened on the same terms as 
keeps a retail apo thecary's shop 
practises, in openv 
as an apothecary. 

I am, Sir, oe obedient servant, 


Ay APOTHECARY. 


We recommend our correspondent 
app'y to Mr. who is, 
lieve, an Aberdeen Doctor, or 

our friend James or any 
other savan of the “ Decad,” to allof 
whom we have no doubt the ** con- 
descending” Dr. T. is personally 
known ; indeed, he can be no less han’ 
a member oo that honourable frater- 


: the difficulty of acquiring a medical 

t education is for the good of the pu- 

‘ pils. I conceive it will appear from 
| 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL, 


Case of Cartilaginous E-xostosis, 


JULY, 23, 


The following interesting case of 
predisposition to the formation of | 
-exostosis was admitted into the Hos- 
pital on the 6th of July, as a patient | 
of Mr. Key's. The subject of this | 
affection is,a healthy looking lad about | 
sixteen, years. of age; the bony 
mours, Which are situated in different 
bones, first begam to form about four | 
years since; their progress has been | 
attended with little or no pain; and | 
it. was only on account of their incon- 
venience, that. he eame into-the Hos- | 
pital for relief, 

The principal tumour is on the in- 
side of the right tibia,, just below the 
head, aud as.it were growing from the 
inner ridge or spine of the bone; the 
tumour is very firm and immoveabile, 
aboni the size of an hen’s egg, with its 
surface somewhat irregular; the in- 
teguments appear tense, but the tu- 
mour is not at all tender upon pres | 
sure, and there is no enlargement or 
irvegulasity to be detected upon any 
other part of the bone. 

In a siuilap situation to the..pre- 
ceding tumour, is one upon thé oppo- 
site tibia, not, however, of such .mag- 
nitude; upon the lower and outer 


mouch afflicted with predisposition to 
of bony 


an exuberant deposition mat- 
ter, that @ very trifling blow would 
occasion a swelling om 
the’ body.” (Cooper's Dict) 
the we also fearn, tlt 
the “higaly talented” Mr Apnr- 
NeTity gave muriutie and acetic 
acuis, with a view of dissolving the lime, 
which he thought was-too abandaat 
in the system!” Mr. Cooren very 
property asks, How could the acids 
expected tv dissolve only the re- 
dundant depositions of phosphate of 
lime, and leave the skeleton itself an- 
dissolved ? 

Sir A. Cooper recommends, in these 
cases, the exhibition of alterative 
doses of mercury, with sarsapariile, 
and the application of stimulating 
plasters, as emp. annnoniaci, ¢. hydrar- 
gyri; and it is in this species of 
exostosis, when-very large and incon- 
venient, that Sir A. recommends an 
operation to be performed for their 
removal. 


Case of Retention of Urine, accompa- 
nied with Eextravasation. 

William Smith, aged 40, was brought 
into the hospital on Monday evening 
4th July, labouring under retention 
of urine, with extravasation into the 
cellular membrane of the serotum. 
He stated that he had for some time 
been trembled with stricture aad 
much difficulty in passing his urine, 
which was much increased on Friday ; 


part of the radius, just above the on Sunday morning he applied to.e 
styloid process, is another bony tn- | surgeon who gave him some strong 
mour ; and also another immediately aperient medicine, and the patient 
above the head of the nina. As we | attributes the extravasation, te the 
have before stated, these swellings are |‘ foreing down” oceasioned by this 
not attended with pain, aud, from | medicine. When admitted into the 
their particular situation, do uot in- | bespital, the biadder could be felt 
terfere much with the action of the enormously distended above the pubis 
muscles; vo treatment bas yet been the serotum was very much enlarged 
had recourse to. The disposition to {rom the extravasation, and had an 
throw out an-exnberance of bony | emphysematous feeling, at the same 
matter is by no means au upcommon time the patient complained of much 
occurrence, and is, bly,. con-, pain with thirst and quick pulse; a 
nected with some peculiar state of the | slight attempt was made to pass the 
constitution. In some instances, the | catheter, but finding this impractica- 
disposition to form exostosis has been} ble, and symptoms being ve 
so great, that a blow upor any bone) urgent, Mr: Cooper determined 
woul! occasion the disease, Sir A. laying open the membranous portion 
‘Cooper relates some cases of this na- | of the urethra, and with this view, the 
tare; and Mr. mentions patient being placed’ nearly in the 
his having seen a boy who was it the operation for 
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Jithotomy, with scalpel an incision] ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


wasmade in perinzo, as in the opera- -_— 
tion for stone; the knife of the ope- Case of sloughing of the Prepuce, from 
rator passed deep ones (we do pet violent Inflammation. 
know whether he dis any por . 
of the prostate gland,) a gush of urine | aged 29, was admitted into 
denoted that the desired object had July, with gonor~ 
been attained, and the patient ex- Thea of a fortnight’s standing, and 
pressed much relief; a female cathe-| phymosis ; he SY directed to apply 
ter being introduced into the bladder | white wash 
through the wound, the patient was 
put to bed; warm fomentations were 
Srdered tote applied to Ue perineum found the parte in 
and above the pubis ; a dose of the all 
Saline Effervescing Mixture with the pond distended “and it exe ‘shining 
addition ef 3 Drachms of Sulphate of shining 
Magnesia every four hours, Calomel *?PC@rance J is 
one grain, opium balf a grain, to be pasting the serine. Immediate 
into and to be taken also | f the “ie the upper part 
every four hours. The stricture in [of the prepuce, loa deck, 
this case is very firm, and is situated | Spot, of the size of balfa crown, end 
rst perceives gangrenous s 
bougie | yesterday morning. The constitetion 
tained in the perineum, and the pa- | 
tient is, upon the whole, going on fa- pe 
ably. |what sharp; tongue furred in 
vom middle, and red at the tip; he is 
thirsty and restless; his previous 
, habits of life have been regular, and 
he has had a good state of health; he 
The only operation performed this was directed to be bled to eight 


‘week was, an amputation of the thigh ounces, and to take a dose of saline 


in the case of Exostosis, of which a effervescing mixture every four hours ; 
detailed accounthas been givenin THE the penis to be supported and poultices 
Lancer. A few days after our last _to be frequently applied. 

report the constitutional symp-| 10th. The venesection has reduced 
toms became alarming, the patienthad the sharpness of the pulse, and the 
an attack of Colliquative Diarrhea, | parts are mach easier under the pre- 
which very much reduced him, the sent plan of treatment; the gangre-— 
disease was found to nave extended nous slough has extended completely 
to the cancellated stracture of the round the penis, and a separation ap- 
bone; under these circumstances it pears to be going on between the 
was deemed right to amputate, assoon dead and living parts, and it is evi- 
as the patient had rallied a little from dent the prepuce will slough off. 

the debilitating effectsof the Diarrhea; 11th. Much the same in constite 
nothing particular occurred in the ope- tional symptoms as yesterday ; the 
ration, (which was very neatly per-| prepuce has slonghed from the upper 
formed,) except that it was found part, so as to leave the glans 


necessary to tie the Femoral Vein. exposed, which appears healthy; the 
poultices are frequently applied ; he 
— takes the saline mixtare, and is order- 


ed to take one grain of opium at bed- 
time.—(To be continued.) 


The accidents admitted this week 
are—a simple fracture of the tibia, 
ditto of the tibia and fibula; a lacera- 
ted wound of the scalp (with concus- 
sien), a case of retention of urive, 
and simple fracture of the femur, with 
other cases of less importance. 


Cases of this kind are of frequent 
occurrence in the foul wards of this 
Hospital; a patient has gonorrhea, 
attended with phymosis; he pursues 
his accustomed ayocation with the 
{penis hanging down, and probably 
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indulges freely in porter or spirituous 
rs; he comes to the Hospital 
the parts in a state of intense 
inflammation and the penis swelled 
to an enormous size, and it too often 
happens that mercary has been ex- 
hibited freely; under these circum- 
stances, mgrenous inflammation 
js and destroys the parts with 
frightful rapidity, and it often occurs 
that the whole of the penis sloughs, in 
habits broken up by intemperance, 
and which have been still further de- 
bilitated by mereury. 


No operations have been performed 
this week ; and the accidents admit- 
ted are mostly unimportant. \ 


BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


Saturday, 25th June, Mr. Law- 
RENCE performed the operation of 
depression for soft lenticular cataract 
on Daniel Clayton, xt. 62. The eye 
haviffg been dilated with belladonna, 
previous to the operation, Mr. L. in- 
troduced the needle, about three lines 
from the cornea, through the sclero- 
tica, passing it behind the iris until it 
could be perceived through the pupil ; 
then inclining the handle of the in- 
strument toward himself, by which 
its point was directed through the 
capsule, he detached the lens from its 
connections and depressed it. The 
patient was sent to bed ; cold cloths 
applied, and excluded from the light. 

26th and 27th. Doing well in every 
respect ; no pain; bowels freely open. 

28th. During the night felt violent 

pain in the eye, and Mr. Lawrence, 
on his arrival, perceived that the iris 
was in a state of acute inflammation. 

Habeat V. ad 5xviij. 

Hydr. subm. gr. iv. 

Pulv. jalap. 3j. statim. 
CRITE purged with the medi- 


ne. 
29th. Inflammation of the conjune- 
tiva has produced chemosis ; there is 
now lymph deposited in the anterior 
chamber and in the pupil; pulse more 
full, 90 ; complains of pain in the back 
of the head. 4 
Habeat ad.deliq. anim. 
Hydr. subm. gr. iij. 
Pulv. jalap. 3j.—statim sumend. 
Hydr, subm, gr. ij. 


Et hirudines, x. to the eye in the 
ind ymptoms 

30th. inflammatory s 
are abated by the above oie treat- 
ment, but the lymph still remains ; 
the patient is much reduced, still com- 
plaining of slight pain in the eye; or- 
dered to have twelve leeches applied. 

Jaly Ist. Eye less painful, the 
lymph effused into the pupil appears 
organized, the iris having a reddish 
brown appearance. Ordered to con- 
tinue the calomel and opium, and to 
apply ten leeches to the eye. 

2d. The calomel has now decidedly 
affected the mouth, but without the 
slightest benefit to the eye. Ordered 
six leeches to the eye. 

3d. Eye continues the same ; bowels 
much purged and griped. 

4th. The eye is now evidently gone; 
the iris is of a yellowish green colour, 
its edges being tinged with a dirty 
red, and the pupillary aperture filled 
up with an adventitious membrane. 
The chemotic state of the eye is gra- 
dually diminishing. Ordered to omit 
the mercury. 

5th. Does not complain of 
pain; mouth very sore; ender 
get up. 

Mr. Lawrence, in speaking of this 
case to the pupils, remarked, that 
mercury has not that decided effect 
in iritis, the result of an operation or 
mechanical injury, that it possesses 
when it takes place symptomatically, 
asin syphilis, &c. He observed also, 
how necessary it was to pay the great- 
est attention to the disease, as might 
be seen in the present case, for al- 
thongh the most active treatment had 
been here adopted, yet the patient 
had not esca with his eye. 


Sarah Farmer, wt. 22, was admit- 
ted into Sitwell’s Ward, under the 
care of Mr. Lawrence, affected with 
what may be called ichthyosis, at 
léast we are unable to _ it any name 


more appropriate. e disease is 
confined to the inner side of the 
right leg and thigh, extending from 
the foot to the groin, exactly in the 
course of the absorbents, afforditig an 
instance in complete opposition to 
Witan’s dicta, viz. that the disease 
is never seen on the inner side of the 


™ THE LANCBT. 


it is similar to @ 
nomber of verruce, covered with a 
gecenish- brown crust, which may be 
peeled off. In colour it resembles the 
representations. given of it in Dr. 
Bareman’s Plates. It is not, how- 
ever, ‘of that Irminated sealy natare 
described by authors, On the leg and 
igh the disease varies from the 
adth of one to twe fingers, but in 
the groin‘it,is much more extensive. 
Close to the side of the labium is a 
large fungus, which, with the excep- 
tion of the colour, very much resem- 
bles a moderate sized cauliflower ; itis 
oblong in shape; in structure very 
vascular, and of a dasky-red colour. 
It.seesms to be fi d by the el 
tion of a number of the verruce; its 
interesting peculiarity, however, is 
the total absence of the greenish- 
brown crust; in the cracks, or fissures, 
between these elevations, a purulent 
discharge may be discovered, It is 
curious to observe the different hues 
which the numerons verruce surround: 
the fangns assume in their gradual 
change from the greenish-brown. co- 
lour to the vascular red. The disease 
in the present instance has heen con- 
genital, and always remained dormant, 
as it. were, vutil the change in the 
groin above mentioned took place, 
about a fortnight previons to her ad- 
mission. Mr. L. ebserved there were 
two modes of procedure that 
could be adopted—the knife or escha- 
rotics ; the former, he thought, pre- 
cluded from age.. Owiug to the ex- 
tended andirregalar basisofthe fungus 
escharotics being free from these ob- 
jections, she was ordered to have 
the concentrated nitric acid applied ; 
‘she had it applied four times, with but 
little constitational disturbance, each 
application being followed by consi- 
derable diminution of the diseased 
growth; but from the idea that it 
sprupg up as rapidly as destroyed, 
Mr. L. ordered. the potassa fusa to be 
used instead of the nitric acid, and to 
be applied upon only a small portion 
of the diseased surtace; this not caus- 
ns such pain, and having the desived 
ect on the fungus, it. was ordered 
to be applied twice or thrice a week, 
as the irritation might allow. 
July 12th, The potassa fusa has’ 


| tion, up to this time, Vesterday, one 
or two small pieces were ordered to 
be snipt off with the scissars. T 
complained of severe pain in the 
succeeded by the three paroxyams of 
hes so distinct and severe, a ~~ 
L,’s opinion to require large 

Stvaction of blood. Ordered 
gxav. and house medicine —(Za be 
ontinued.) 


The accidents this week are— 
fractaves of the skull, clavicle, ribs 
and clavicle, humerus, radius, 
cranon, and thigh and leg; deep cut 
in the knee; slight ease of coneus- 
sion; severe bite by adog; fractured 


jaw. 


There have been no operations this 
week. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


Case of a wound penetrating the cavity 
of the Thorax. * 

——-, about 30 years of ages was 
admitted inte the Hospital on Friday, 
16th of July, with a wound of the 
thorax. It appears thathe had fallen 
ttom a baleony of considerable height 
upon some iron palisades, and one of 
the spikes had entered the therax 
under the third rib, of the left side, 
nearly in a line with the nipple ; the 
rib was found to be fractured; air 
issued from the wound, at each ex- 
piration, with a “ whizzing noise,” 
accompanied with a small qnantity of 
blood, which was of a florid eolour 
and frothy; notwithstanding these 
symptoms plainly indicated that the 
wound had penetrated the cavity of 
the thorax, and, probably, had wound- 
ed the lungs, it. was thonght preper 
to probe the wound, and it was found 
to be about six inches 
pulse, at the right wrist, was qui 
and strong: aller, in the left. side, 
it was feeble, and it appeared as if 
the left arm was deprived of motion ; 
the extremities felt cold, bnt thexe 
was natural heat abont the body. 

16. We find his pulse this morning 
searcely perceptible; there is great 
anxiety marked in his countenance ; 
the face pale,.and lips of a livid hre ; 
every time he moves in bed, a. quan- 
tity of bicod.comes from the wound ; 


ps alos once or twice a week, more 
or less frequently as it excited irvita- 
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anxious, cold, — livid; the 
can scarcely be felt; he con- 
to spit up \y and sir issues 
from the wound ; there is slight em- 


became aggravated, 


our visit. , 

No examination of the body has 
been made, or at least it has been 
very private. The illustrious Joe once 
observed, ‘‘ There is no use in polling 
dead bodies about,” and if ever bo- 
dies are ** pulled about” at this Hos- 
pital, it is not so much for the sake 
of affording professional information 
to the pupils as of supplying Mr. 
Be.t’s Museum. We have no objec- 
tion to this, but we are disgusted with 
Mr. Betu’s hypocritical cant, when 
we hear him in his lectures insisting 

the necessity of ‘“‘ observation at 
the bed-side of the patient, and daily 
noting of cases.” not Mr. 
know, that such is the “ Hole and 
Cerner” work at the Middlesex Hos- 
pital, that the present House Surgeon 
omits to put down the treatment em- 
yed in almost every case, because 
© Lancer “ should not get hold 
of it?” Are not all the post mortem 
examinations conducted with the most 
profound secrecy? And, as to “ the 
daily noting of cases,” the pupils are 
only alowed to enter the wards three 
times a week, and then in company 
with ge Surgeons. Will not Mr. 
Joun Suaw be fee-lingly alive to the 
interests of the pupils? We can tell 
him, that if the present system is up- 
held, his “share of the spoil” will 
be very trifling. 
These remarks are merely made en 


more fully ‘on tliis enbject. This 
is an stable,” but 
we will not rest until we liave cleansed 
it of all its impurities. 


ST. GEORGES HOSPITAL. 


Case of Malformation of the Organs 
of (Generation. 


Susan Tibbert, etat.6, was admit- 
ted into this Hospital 14th May, under 
the care of Mr. Bropre; has a round 
irregular tumour, about the size of a 
hen's egg, on the abdomen, jast above 
the symphisis pubis; it is uncovered 
by the common integuments. On a 
minute examination, the mouths of the 
two. ureters may be seen opening 
withio half an inch of each other, in the 
middie of the tumour ; the urine con- 
stantly dribbling as it is secreted from 
the kidnies, so that this red and irri- 
table tumour must be the anterior 
layer of the posterior part of the ari- 
nary bladder, projecting through the 
parietes of the abdomen; the ante- 
rior part of the bladder is altogether 
deficient; the anus is nearer the 
pubis than natural; the raphe of the 
perineum looks like an old cicatrix, 
and terminates in a kind of fissure un- 
der the tumour, which somewhat re- 
sembles a vagina, but on examination 
was fonnd to be a cal de sac; there is 
nothing resembling a penis, so that 
this renders it quite impossible to say 
whether this living animal! be male or 
female. The object of keeping the 
child in the Hospital was, to have 


B.|a mechanical instrument made that 


would prevent the urine from con- 
stantly dribbling on the patient's 
thighs. This day, July 12, we saw 
the instrament, which is a piece of 
tin, with the back and edges of it co- 
vered with leather, broad and concave 
above, so as to adapt itself to the tu- 
mour, with a tape in each corner to 
tie round the belly. It becomes gra- 
dually narrower towards its inferior 
extremity, which bends backwards to 
lie close on the perinwum. As it de- 
scends from the tumour, there is a 
deep groove to convey the urine to its 
smaller end, which is somewhat shaped 
like a funnel; at this end there is 
likewise a tape to tie behind on the 
one that goes round the belly. On 
the fanne! extremity there is a screw ; 


passant; we shall have occasion to 


to this screw is fixed a gum elastic 


' 
95 
very laborious ; the 
bieod and air continue to 
e wound; he is much 
a cough, and spits up a — 
wantity of blood; the) 
t he was bled 
which had the effect diminishing 
the palse. 
Evening. The patient is evidently 
worse, and the symptoms are such as | 
denote extravasation of blood into the | 
thorax; the respiration is attended | 
. with great labour and oppression. | 
_ The countenance has become exceed- | 
after | 


| 
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bottle, mounted with another screw 
to fit the former, and admits of being 
taken off and put on as cir = 
may require, Whitn this ra 
is in use, the “elasti¢ bottle rests 
behind and between the thighs, and 
hinders the patient little or nothing in 
walking. The instrument i foto an- 
swers the purpose for which it was 
made very well. 
Case of Concussion, H. D.— Continued 
from last week. 
’ July 12. Saw the patient this morr- 
. The nurse says that he conti- 
nued comatose till about 4 p.m. when 
he recovered the use of his intellect, 
and answered questions rationally. 
He now complains of pain in his 
head, shoulders, and left arm. His 
eyes are insensible to light; tongne 
covered with a brown fur; pulse 
strong and frequent ; bowels costive. 
BR Haust. Salin. Ziss. 
Magnes. Sulph, 53s. 
Ant. Tart. 333s. —™M. ft. 
aust ter die semendus. 
Lot. contin. capit. 


- 


15th. The symptoms becoming more 
severe, he was cupped between the 
rs to & Xx.,bue di seem to 
n@fit: from the opera- 
tion, and is this day much worse, 
but still continues in a state of sensi- 
bility, and answers questions distinct- 


‘ly. Bowels open; tongue furred in 


the centre, bat clean at the edges. 
Cont. Lot. 


18th. Continues better; still com- 
plains of a slight pain in the head ; 
bowels open; pulse natural. 

19th. The pain in the head nearly 
gone; tongue clean; pulse natural, 
and bowels open; free from danger. - 

No operations this week. 

Accidents admitted this week are— 
a fracture of the thigh, an extensive 
burn of the arm and Jeg, and a few 
others of little importance. 
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| 
| | 16th. He has again becn cupped 
| to xvi., and the symptoms much the 
jsame as yesterday. Tongue a little 
cleaner ; bowels open ; pulse full and 
q 
. trand, Londor ; 
st paid). This 
| 


